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We connect 

with 

 

 

Bendigo Special 

Developmental School 

community respectfully 

acknowledge the Traditional 

Owners of Country 

throughout Victoria and pays 

its respects to the ongoing 

living cultures of Aboriginal 

peoples. 

LEAD 

SCHOOL 

Uniting to achieve 

excellence 
 

Driving 
learning  

growth 

 

 

Valuing   diversity 

with kindness and respect 

 

Ensuring equity                          

of opportunity 
 

SWPBS 
Act Safely 

Show Respect 
Be your Best 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TERM DATES 2022 

Term 3, 2022 
Monday 11th July – Friday 16th September 

Term 4, 2022 
Monday 03rd October - Tuesday 20th December 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday  16th September 
• LAST DAY OF TERM 3 – EARLY FINISH AT 2 PM  
• BUSES WILL RUN 1 HOUR EARLIER 

Monday  
to 
Friday 

19th September 
to 
30 September 

 

Monday 03 October • 1ST DAY OF TERM 4 

Thursday  06 October • Finance Meeting at 2.00 pm 

 

Newsletter # 14 – Thursday 15 September 2022 

“A place of excellence in education that creates inclusive 
communities and success for all” 
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VALE HAMISH WATSON 

Last Friday 9th September 2022, we joined with Natalie and Brian Watson and their family and 

friends to farewell their much-loved son, and our cherished student Hamish.  

We were privileged to be asked by the family to be able to share our thoughts on Hamish and 

his time at our school.  

One of the dedicated Education Support Staff members in Room 8/9, Hamish’s class, who has 

worked with Hamish for many years, Donna Pianta, spoke on behalf of the school.  

She also read a poem written by Health and PE teacher, Mel Zysvelt. We would like to share 

those with you all. 

HAMISH 

For those who do not know me, my name is Donna and I have worked with Hamish for the past 6 

years at Bendigo Special Developmental School. 

Hamish started at Bendigo SDS in 2015. Oh, what a cutie, just like his brother Will.  

Straight from the start he won the hearts of many staff and students. Not only was Hamish beautiful 

on the outside, but he also had a beautiful soul. 

Hamish was a very popular friend in his classroom and all the other students will miss him dearly. 

Hamish loved all aspects of school; especially swimming– where he would often fall asleep floating 

around. When he was on the duet bike with Melissa, he enjoyed the wind in his hair and the rush of 

going fast. He enjoyed listening to music and sometimes singing along. Hamish liked sensory items that 

he could hold onto and when they made noise— like a silver safety blanket or a spiky ball. Morning 

tea and lunch were the best times though as he really, really enjoyed his food. 

All the staff that have worked with Hamish feel extremely privileged to have had the opportunity to be 

a part of his life. Even though his time with us was short, he made a huge impact on all our lives.  

We taught Hamish some things, but Hamish taught us a lot more. 

Our thoughts go out to Nat and Brian and Hamish’s extended family. 
 

Fly high Hamish you will be remembered and loved forever. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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 BLUE-EYED BOY 

THROUGH THE DOOR AND 

INTO ROOM 4 

CAME A BLUE-EYED BOY. 

 

A GIGGLE AND A CHEEKY GRIN, 

HIS CAPTAIN AMERICA WHEELS 

ROLLED IN. 

 

THIS BLUE-EYED BOY ALMOST GAVE ME A WINK, 

LET’S HAVE SOME FUN, 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

 

AND ADVENTURES AND FUN 

WE HAD ALIKE, 

HAMISH LOVED TO RIDE IN 

THE DUET BIKE. 

 

FROM PLAY DOUGH TO COOKING 

AND THERAPY GALORE, 

THE BLUE-EYED BOY WAS ALWAYS 

READY FOR MORE. 

 

HE TAUGHT ME THE TEACHER, 

A GOOD MANY THINGS, 

AND NOW OUR PRECIOUS BLUE-EYED BOY 

HAS GROWN HIS WINGS. 

 

WE WILL THINK OF THE BLUE-EYED BOY 

WITH LOVE AND CARE, 

FOR OUR MEMORIES BRING US HAPPINESS 

OF THE TIME WE DID SHARE. 
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COVID ISOLATION REQUIREMENTS HAVE 

CHANGED 

Any student or staff member who tests positive to 

COVID-19 must now isolate for a minimum of 5 days 

instead of 7. If they are asymptomatic, they may 

return to school on day 6. If they are symptomatic, 

they must remain in isolation until day 7. If they have 

symptoms after 7 days, they are strongly advised to 

stay home until their symptoms have resolved. 

 As an additional risk mitigation, the Department of 

Health strongly recommends that those leaving 

isolation wear a face mask when away from home, 

both indoors and outdoors, and when they cannot 

physically distance. Those leaving isolation on day 6 

should wear a mask for 5 days but particularly the 

first 2 days. Those leaving isolation on day 7 should 

wear a mask for 4 days but particularly the first 2 

days. We understand that people with disabilities are 

excempt from wearing masks, however, I would ask 

you to take this into account when deciding whether 

your child is well enough to return to school. 

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 

Rapid Antigen Tests will continue to be provided by 

the Victorian Government. We will be sending these 

home on a weekly basis. If you require tests at short 

notice, please contact the office on 03 5447 3267. 

PARENT AND CARER OPINION SURVEY 

A reminder to please completed the Parent and 

Carer Opinion Survey.  The  

 

 

 

Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an 

annual survey offered by the Department of 

Education and Training that is designed to assist 

schools in gaining an understanding of families’ 

perceptions of our school environment, our learning 

programs and student engagement.  We encourage 

all families to participate in this survey.  

At this moment, only 11 people have completed it!! 

We would like to hear from you all.  

Our school will use the survey results to help inform and 

direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies.  

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be 

open for your comments until Friday 16th September.  

The survey will be conducted online. It only takes 20 

minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop 

computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones.  

Please go to this website 

https://www.orima.com.au/parent  

And enter our unique school PIN 541084 

TERM BREAK 

Can you believe that it is the end of term 3! The 

year seems to be zipping past. Hopefully, the term 

break will bring some sunshine and an opportunity 

to spend some lovely Spring days having fun!!! 

Please take care (and Go Swannies!!!        ). 

KIRSHY MCAINCH 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orima.com.au%2Fparent&data=05%7C01%7CEdith.Theuns%40education.vic.gov.au%7C31d9bdc14689475480f708da8bf36f21%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637976174906556832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I4%2Fjy4nDIZc2mfSVZaSfLdj0sRClSk4rlhF3LkyHAig%3D&reserved=0
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BUSES 

BUS DRIVER / CHAPERONE TELEPHONE 

Heathcote Gary &  Jodie 0435  900  890 

Huntly Helen, Nicole & Chloe   0428  261  802 

Fryerstown/Castlemaine David  &  Debbie 0409  421  500 

Kyneton Steve  &  Joanne 0428  236  271 

Lockwood David  &  Kim 0428  271  824 

Strathfieldsaye Steve  &  Joy 0427  287  843 

Serpentine Peter  &  Janine 0497  663  736 

Spring Gully Chris  &  Heather 0428  159  660 

Wedderburn Cathy & Michelle 0466  367  656 

BIRTHDAYS              
 

 

 

20 September Noah Room 8/9 20 September Tomas Room 15 

21 September  Finn Room 3 22 September  Laura Room 22 

23 September Nick Room 20 23 September Mick Inclusion Coach 

23 September Margaret Business Manager 23 September Claire Room 22 

25 September Sandy  ESS 01 October Kirshy Principal 

03 October Rosie ESS 05 October Nick Room 23 

07 October  Zander Room 6 07 October Mackenzie Room 23 

07 October Drew 
Mental Health 
Practitioner 

09 October Sharon S ESS 

10 October Jeremy Room 20    
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Students, carers, families, and staff, 

It has been a very busy (and cold) term 3, with lots of fantastic things happening around our school. Whilst 

it is great to head into a little break at home over the holidays, it is still important for us all to engage in 

our health and wellbeing so that we can come back ‘ready to learn’ for term 4.       

Health and wellbeing can be looked at in many ways across many professions, but here we are going to 

focus on a multidimensional approach, covering 4 critical areas of health and wellbeing: physical, social, 

emotional, and spiritual health.  

This holiday period can be a great time to focus on these areas either individually or as a family to help 

maintain our experience of health & wellbeing and be refreshed to go again next term. A great way to do 

this is to draw attention to what we are doing in each of these dimensions of health, ensuring that we 

dedicate some time to practice an activity or some form of participation in each. Maintaining practice in 

each of these areas can go a long way in reducing feelings of anxiety, depression and low self-esteem 

whilst boosting confidence, experiences of mental and physical health. 

Below are some examples of focuses on each of these areas. If you would like to find out more about the 

dimensions or activities that encompass these dimensions, check out these websites       

I hope you all have a happy and relaxing holiday period with lots of self-care,  

Drew Barrett (Mental Health Practitioner) 

Seven Dimensions of Health | MD-Health.com  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELLBEING SUPPORT TEAM 

https://www.md-health.com/Dimensions-Of-Health.html#:~:text=Dimensions%20of%20Health%201%20Physical.%20Physical%20wellness%20can,Social.%20...%206%20Occupational.%20...%207%20Environmental.%20
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CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

In some locations, eligible students are unable to access free school buses, or they have to travel 4.8 kms 

or more to the bus pick up/drop off point. 

The Conveyance Allowance helps cover the costs resulting from any transport gaps between the public 

transport system and the school bus network, or where multiple transport services are required to get to 

and from school.   

The allowance can be applied to the use of public transport, private cars, private buses, and taxis. 

Eligibility for a conveyance allowance is based on the following criteria: 

• Students must attend the nearest specialist school 

• Students must live at least 4.8km from the school or nearest bus pick up / drop off point. 

 

If you consider your child is eligible for this allowance, please contact the office for an application form as 

soon as possible.   

If you have already applied successfully in 2021 and your circumstances have not changed, you are not 

required to reapply in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR ALL YOUR KIND DONATIONS! 

The great variety of donations are very valuable and we 

have been able to support a number of students. 

Currently, our 2nd hand uniform stock is running low, so if 

you have any SDS uniform items that your child has 

outgrown, which are in good condition, and which you 

would like to pass on, please feel free to drop them off in 

the office.  

Your support is greatly appreciated! 
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 OSHC NEWS 

 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
At OSHC this term, we’ve explored different themes such as National bio-diversity week, National Superhero 
Week, Are you Ok? Day and national science week!  
 
The children have been investigating these themes through the exploration of educator run STEAM 
activities.  
 
It’s been amazing to see all the children engaging positive in all the activities provided. 
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FOOTY COLOURS DAY 2022 
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT SLEEPOVER – 8 TO 9 SEP 2022 
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FUNDRAISER COMING UP !!! 
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BENDIGO TAFE  
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 WINDARRING HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
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MARIST BRASS BAND PRESENTS…. 
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MUSIC THERAPY 
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BENDIGO GEM CLUB – OPEN DAY 
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ONE COMMUNITY – FREE NETWORKING EVENT 
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FREE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY SPORTS DAY 
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