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TERM DATES 2022 

Term 3, 2022 
   Monday 11th July – Friday 16th September 

Term 4, 2022 
Monday 03rd October to 
Tuesday 20th December 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Thursday  28 July 
• Parent-to-Parent 

09.00 AM in the Kangaroo Flat Library 

Wednesday 3rd August 
• Professional Practice Day  

Pupil Free Day 

Friday  19th August 
• Whole School Professional Development Day  

Pupil Free Day 

Friday 2nd September 
• Father’s Day Breakfast  

• Footy Colours Day 
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“A place of excellence in education that creates inclusive 
communities and success for all” 

 

We connect 

with 

 

 

Bendigo Special 

Developmental School 

community respectfully 

acknowledge the Traditional 

Owners of Country throughout 

Victoria and pays its respects 

to the ongoing living cultures 

of Aboriginal peoples. 

LEAD 

SCHOOL 

Uniting to achieve 

excellence 

Driving 
learning  

growth 

 

 

Valuing diversity 

with kindness and respect 

 

Ensuring equity                          

of opportunity 
 

SWPBS 
Act Safely 

Show Respect 
Be your Best 
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MAJOR CAPITAL WORKS update  

Excitement is starting to build as an architect 

firm for the construction and rebuild of our 

school is due to be announced next week. Once 

this has been announced, we will be heading 

straight into the consultation for the design 

phase.  The appointed architects will want to get 

your input into what you would like to see in our 

new school build, and what you think would 

strengthen your young person’s access to and 

engagement with learning.  They will be holding 

parent forums to get your views, so please start 

to ready your thoughts to share. Please keep an 

eye on our usual channels of communication, as 

we will notify you of the dates when these 

forums will be held. 

PUPIL FREE DAYs 

You may be wondering why we are having two Pupil 

Free Days this term. Wednesday 3rd August 2022 has 

been deemed a Professional Practice Day (PPD) by 

the Department of Education and Training (DET) 

which means that teachers are able to use the time 

to work on administration directly associated with 

teaching and learning. In the last two years, PPD days 

have been taken by teachers at different times in the 

term and they have been replaced by a CRT. Given 

the extensive lack of CRT teachers available across 

the system at present, schools are allowed to hold all 

teachers PPDs on one day. 

Friday 19th August 2022 is a Pupil Free Day. This is 

our Professional Development Day for all staff. Staff 

will be in groups of 25 and will be undertaking four 

workshops for the day: Proactive Physical 

Intervention Training, Grief and Loss Training with  

 

Very Special Kids, Mathematics Professional 

Learning with Mathematics Victoria, and time to 

complete several compulsory DET surveys. 

COVID UPDATE 

I am sure it will be no surprise to you given the 

large number of notifications you will have been 

receiving from us about COVID exposures, that 

we are currently being heavily impacted with 

the virus, with both staff and students being 

infected. We have had nearly a third of our staff 

away this week with illness and this has resulted 

in several changes to programs and learning 

experiences. We are so grateful for your 

patience as we work hard to minimise, as much 

as is possible, the disruption to students. To help 

stop the spread of illness through our school, all 

staff are wearing masks indoors, and we 

continue to ensure that our air purifiers are on 

their maximum setting, and that hygiene 

practices are occurring regularly throughout the 

day. I once again implore you to keep children 

who are displaying any illness symptoms 

(temperature, running nose, cough, or wheeze) 

at home, as our guidelines for handling 

suspected cases of COVID require us to isolate 

children and ensure their pickup from school. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 

would like further information about these 

guidelines and the procedures within our 

school.   

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Congratulations to our newly appointed elected 

Student Leaders Mackenzie, Shannon, Ashraf, Anna, 

Erin, and Maisie. We have recently made some 

changes to the way that we select and identify our 

student leaders, and we have spent some time 

earlier in the year learning about what leadership is 

and what we might expect from leaders, and then 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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what a voting process is prior to the selection of our 

leaders. It was an honour today to present them with 

their leadership badges, and Dehne and I look 

forward to engaging with the leaders to 

understand their thoughts about the school 

and how we can improve their learning 

experience.  We are also very excited to 

share that Mackenzie and Ashraf took part in 

a Rural Youth Ambassadors Orientation 

Forum last month, where two students 

from each special school in the Loddon 

Mallee area came together over two 

days reflecting on their education 

and livelihoods and began to 

develop ideas that they would like to 

see happen to enhance and 

strengthen their education and 

communities into the future.  Two further forums 

will occur this term, with the final forum being part 

of the Statewide RYA conference, where final 

thoughts and ideas are presented to the Minister for 

Education.  

 

Kirshy 
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BUSES 

BUS DRIVER / CHAPERONE TELEPHONE 

Heathcote Gary &  Jodie 0435  900  890 

Huntly Helen, Nicole & Chloe   0428  261  802 

Fryerstown/Castlemaine David  &  Debbie 0409  421  500 

Kyneton Steve  &  Joanne 0428  236  271 

Lockwood David  &  Kim 0428  271  824 

Strathfieldsaye Steve  &  Joy 0427  287  843 

Serpentine Peter  &  Janine 0497  663  736 

Spring Gully Chris  &  Heather 0428  159  660 

Wedderburn Cathy & Michelle 0466  367  656 

BIRTHDAYS              
 

 

26 July Angela Room 11 27 July Salaar Room 5 

30 July Lee Room 23 31 July Caroline STEAM 

02 August Xavier Room 2 02 August Edith Office 

03 August Keira Room 21 05 August Imogen Room 4 

05 August  Hayden Room 17    

 

 

 

 



 

   

“A place of excellence in education that creates inclusive communities and success for all” 

 

 

Our school are very excited to be announcing our new school wide community School Leadership 

Representatives which was announced at assembly on Friday 15th July. This year once again, instead of having 

designated Captains and Vice Captains, we will have a group of six senior school Student Leaders who have 

been elected by their peers. These Student Leaders will become a more active voice in decision making within 

the school, meeting with Kirshy and Dehne once a month to bring areas of concern, development, and 

celebration from the students to Kirshy for discussion. They will also convene student feedback forums to 

gather input from students from right across the school. We are very committed to raising the opportunities 

for students to have their voices heard and to become more active partners in their learning. Our new student 

leadership representatives will also represent our school on official and formal presentations both within the 

school and throughout the wider community. Congratulations to our six successful candidates. 

  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP REPRESENTATIVES 2022 

Bendigo Special Developmental School 

Student Leadership Representatives 

2022 

Mackenzie Shannon Ashraf 
  

Anna Erin Maisie 
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VERY IMPORTANT PARENT TO PARENT 

THURSDAY 28TH JULY KANGAROO FLAT LIBRARY 9:00 

 

The Office of Public Advocacy will be talking to us about  

• Guardianship and Administration Orders 

• Supported Decision Making 

• Medical Treatment Decisions and more.    
Specifically tailored for the needs of our students with cognitive impairments 

and around future planning.    

Come and share a cuppa and learn together.  

 

These are all areas that parents, particularly once our young person becomes 18, need to be 

aware of.  If you still want to be the supportive, decision maker and primary carer, this is 

information you need to understand and hear, so we have brought in the experts to help us.    

Our two online speakers and their background are listed below.     

Carissa has worked at OPA since 2018 and is in the Advocate Guardian program. She is the delegated 

guardian for several adults, of various ages, who have a cognitive disability across Victoria. Carissa’s 

background is as a social worker, she worked in several public hospitals and in various clinical areas.  

Katie has had extensive experience working in both the training and in the disability field. Within the 

disability field, Katie worked at DHHS as a Behaviour Support Practitioner, worked at NDIS as a planner and 
now at OPA firstly on the Advice Service and now as the Education and Engagement Officer. 

This session will be recorded for those who really cannot attend.  If you have some specific 
questions or would like some more information, please contact Drew or Meg on the school 
number.   

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

WELLBEING SUPPORT TEAM 
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As part of our Mathematics unit on Measurement, students from room 19 and 20 combine each Wednesday 
to take part in a cooking program.  
 
All students study the recipe and work out what ingredients are needed to make the yummy food. They 
measure out the ingredients and prepare the food to their liking. This week, the students made mini pizzas 
and were so proud of their skills. They even made one extra for our wonderful Principal Kirshy. 
 
We are always looking for family friendly recipes and if you have some ideas, please let Trevor or Hannah 
know (trevor.read@education.vic.gov.au)  
 
Thanks  
Trevor and Hannah  
 

Room 19 & 20 News 

mailto:trevor.read@education.vic.gov.au
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Oh, what a night!  On Friday, June 17th, we held our Debutante Ball at the All Seasons Hotel.  Sixteen of our 

senior students participated, partnered by family, friends, and peers.  It was a beautiful evening, with stunning 

debutantes, delicious food, and wonderful tunes by 'The Wildermoths.' Those who attended had a fantastic 

time, making memories and dancing the night away.  A massive thank you goes out to our staff, local 

businesses, and families for supporting our students in making this very special night happen.   

Congratulations to all our 2022 Debutantes. 

Belinda Malcolm 

Teacher of The Arts 
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During Term 2, Rooms 19, 20, 21 and 23 were fortunate enough to participate in netball clinics with 
Jayden Cowling from Netball Victoria and the Vixens. The students learnt a range of ball skills and 
how to work as a team on the court. 

In the last week of Term, the students celebrated by putting their skills to the test with a fun game of netball. 
Those students who chose to be on the team played a heated game of netball, demonstrating the skills they 
had learnt over the term. 
 
Those who chose to watch, cheered on from the sidelines supporting their peers. 
 
What an amazing way to show our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support expectation of ‘Being your Best’ 

by ‘Celebrating yours and others' success’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL HEALTH & PE - NETBALL  


