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Term Dates 2020
Term 4 2020
Monday 5th October

Term 4 2020
Thursday 17thth December 3pm – Students’ Last Day
Friday 18th December - Staff Last Day
Important Dates

Wednesday 2nd December

School Review at The National Hotel, Bendigo

Thursday 3rd December

International Day of People with Disability

Tuesday 8th December

Whole School Transition

Thursday 10th December

Graduation Day

Monday 14th December

Tuesday 15th December

Student Achievement Conference Day
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
Students attend their meeting with Parents/Carers
Christmas Basket Tea 5.30 – 7.00

Thursday 17th December

Students Last Day of Term – 3pm Finish

Friday 18th December

Student Free Day – Staff Last Day of Term

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
WELCOME BACK FAMILIES!
This week we received an updated Operations Guide, whilst there were a few changes the most exciting is
that families are now welcome to enter our school again! It’s been a long time, but we are so happy to open
our doors again. During this period we have maintained our strong community connections and
relationships over the phone, via video meetings, with Seesaw, through diaries and newsletters, social
media and chats outside the gate, but I’m sure we are all happy to be able to have a real life face to face
chat again!
More information about all the changes coming into effect will be sent home in diaries.

School Values – HONESTY: Our School Community demonstrates honesty in our daily actions by
behaving with fairness, truthfulness and sincerity.

School Values – ENCOURAGEMENT: Our School Community promotes encouragement to inspire
and build confidence.

GRADUATION AND BASKET TEA
Another exciting change in the Operations guide is that Graduations and Celebrations are now able to be
held. This news has sent our senior school staff into a frenzy to reorganise a Graduation Ceremony so that
families and friends of our graduating students can attend.
The team are meeting Monday to work out all the finer details but I can tell you that our Graduation will
now be at the All Seasons in the Conservatory in 2 weeks’ time.
We are just waiting to confirm a date, but as soon as we know invites and invitations will be sent to families.
We know this is short notice and are working hard to get information out as soon as we have it. If families
have any questions please call Kirshy or myself or Brodie Stearns, the Senior School Coordinator.
The Christmas Basket Tea is happening! So make sure you are available on Tuesday the 15 th of December
between 5:30 and 7:00pm. Again we are still looking at exactly how we can run this and what exciting events
and activities will be happening on the night, but information will be sent out next week.
We are so grateful that after this year we are able to come together to celebrate with our school community,
particularly with an effort that is always so much fun for everyone, every year.
Now that borders restrictions have eased, hopefully we will see the man in red on the night!

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY
Next Thursday 3rd December is 'International Day of People with Disability'. This year we will be
celebrating the day with an Art Show. Our theme for the show is "When I Grow Up”.
All students will be producing a piece of art illustrating what they would like to do or be when they grow
up. On International Day of People with Disability the multipurpose room will transform into the Bendigo
SDS Regional Gallery, showcasing the student's talents.
Again, due to the changes in the operation guide, we can now invite family and friends to view the gallery.
More information will be sent home about session times and protocols for visitors during these times.
For those of you who are unable to visit the gallery onsite, a virtual tour will be shared to our Facebook
page and uploaded to our website.

PARENT FEEDBACK FORUM
As a part of our School Review Next Wednesday the 2nd of December we are hosting a Parent Feedback
Session. We are very keen to seek feedback and advice from the amazing parents and carers of our school
community. We will running two focus groups, one at 10:00am and one at 6:00pm, which will look at the
progress we have made in the goals we set for ourselves four years ago, and what might form part of our
goals for the next 4 years. These focus groups will be facilitated by John Crofts. John recently worked with
all staff on our Pupil Free Day focussing on our Whole School Vision and Values. He has extensive
Educational Leadership and Corporate Organisational design and improvement strategy skills and has come
to know our school staff well over the last few years.
Some of the discussion points will include community partnerships, school celebrations, and opportunities
for parent and carer involvement in the school, student wellbeing, welfare support and
The forum will be held at the National Hotel Complex, 182/186 High St, Bendigo (Corner of Violet Street) in
the Pearl Room. Each session is expected to run for about an hour.
Tea, coffee and morning and afternoon tea will be provided. We hope that you can attend.
For further information please feel free to contact myself or Kirshy.
With Thanks
Kirsty Phillips
School Values – PROFESSIONALISM: We honour our job descriptions and work place values.
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27th November
28th November
30th November
7th December
8th December
8th December

BUS
Heathcote
Huntly
Fryerstown/Castlemaine
Kyneton
Lockwood
Strathfieldsaye
Serpentine
Spring Gully
Wedderburn

Mitch
Hannah
Tania
Andrea
Blake
Bleh Hel

DRIVER / CHAPERONE
Gary & Jodie
Kiwi, Meg & Nicole
David & Debbie
Steve & Raelene
David & Kim
Gordon & Joy
Peter & Janine
Steve & Heather
Shaun, Cathy
& Peter

Room 16
Room 1
Leading Teacher
Room 2
Room 6
Room 22

TELEPHONE
0435 900 890
0428 261 802
0409 421 500
0428 236 271
0428 271 824
0427 287 843
0427 380 040
0428 159 660
0438 587 791 (S)
0466 367 656

2021 Bus Routes and Times
I have been in discussions with Student Transport about our 2021 buses and travellers.
At this stage it is looking as though there will be little to no changes in bus routes and times for 2021.
If there were to be any changes to any stops, times or routes, I aim to have this communicated to
families before the end of the year.
If you have any questions about the school buses please contact me any time.
Thank you
Kirsty Phillips
kirsty.phillips@edumail.vic.gov.au
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International Day of People with Disability
Thursday 2nd December
Next Thursday 3rd December is 'International Day of People with Disability'.
This year we will be celebrating the day with an Art Show. Our theme for the show is:
"When I grow up ...".
We are inviting all students to create a picture illustrating what they would like
to do or be when they grow up, so that we can display and share with the whole school.
On International Day of People with Disability, the multipurpose room will transform into
the Bendigo SDS Regional Gallery, showcasing the student's talents.
Classrooms will be scheduled to view the gallery throughout the day.
Thankfully, due to easing Covid-19 restrictions, families will have the opportunity to join
their child’s scheduled classrooms session!
Families will be allocated their time next week via the diaries.
Looking forward to seeing you!
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Circus Week Celebrations
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General Notices
is the new Flexi Buzz App
1. Download the Flexischools App
Note: for iPhone and iPad please select ‘Allow’ notifications.

2. Add your School and Group
Click on the search icon, enter your school name, select your school and year group, or
groups relevant to you.
3. Login/Register
Click the ‘Order now’ button located in the bottom right-hand corner of the app, this will
open a login screen.
 Already a Flexischools user - Enter your details and login. To save your login details
select ‘remember me’.
 New Flexischools user - Click ‘Register’, enter your email address and follow the
instructions in the email to set up your account.
Once your account is set up, add new student; search for our school, enter student details
and select their class.
If you have any questions, please contact the Flexischools Customer Service Team on 1300
361 769, or you can contact them via their website.
The Flexischools system is now available and ready to use.
If you have any questions about the online services we are introducing, please ask the school
office for more information.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP NEWS

Out Student Leadership Team has been
making many special craft items that are
for sale in the office, including jewellery,
keychains and more. They’re raising
needed funds for Kids Under Cover which
is a not for profit community organisation
that
supports
vulnerable
and
disadvantages young people between the
ages of 12 and 25 years who are either
already homeless or at risk of
homelessness
If you can please help out our student
leadership team by purchasing one of their
handmade items or making a donation to
Kids Under Cover, to help this very
deserving cause.
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