School Values – RESPECT: Our School Community is encouraged to treat others with grace and
kindness. The use of manners is respect in action.
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Term Dates 2020
Term 4 2020
Monday 5th October

Term 4 2020
Thursday 17thth December 3pm – Students’ Last Day
Friday 18th December - Staff Last Day

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 2020
We can all agree that 2020 has been a year like no other. I am very confident that if it had been said to our teachers
in January, that in 8 weeks, you will be teaching all of your students from home over a digital app, they would have
fell about laughing, shook their head in disbelief and questioned my capacity for this job! We know that as a school
community, you appreciate the amazing role our teachers play in supporting the learning and wellbeing of your
students each and every day. I am sure, however that this year, you will join me in thanking and applauding all of
our teachers for their professionalism, flexibility, and dedication in all aspects of their interactions with students and
families this year. Their commitment is reflected in the theme for this year’s World Teacher’s Day being, 'Teachers:
Leading in Crisis, Reimagining the Future'. You may also see the social media hashtag #BrightFuture to capture each
teacher’s commitment to teaching towards a bright future for every child. Let’s hope that 2021 provides that for all
of us.
BOOK WEEK

Last Thursday we celebrated book week with a dress up day and
COVID safe rolling School Parade.
The theme this year was ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’.
It was wonderful to see staff and students dressed up and embracing the theme.
I had the privilege of hosting the parade which is where I saw lots of Super Heroes, a Lego Man, a Roaring
Lion, Little Red Riding Hood, Bob the Builder and I Found Wally!
Over the day the students had the opportunity to make their own Curious Creatures out of arts materials.
They also let their Wild Minds loose when decorating some crazy biscuits!
We have shared some great snaps in the newsletter but you can see some more great photos on our
Facebook page.
School Values – HONESTY: Our School Community demonstrates honesty in our daily actions by
behaving with fairness, truthfulness and sincerity.

School Values – ENCOURAGEMENT: Our School Community promotes encouragement to inspire
and build confidence.
SEASONAL HAY FEVER AND ASTHMA
With Spring comes Hay Fever season. This Spring it is more important than ever to know and manage
symptoms of Asthma and Hay fever.
Some symptoms of Hay Fever or Asthma can appear the same as coronavirus such as a runny nose,
cough or shortness of breath.
It is important that if your child suffers from Hay fever that you discuss this with the classroom teacher so we can best
support your child.
Thunderstorm Asthma can also be common at this time of year. Again it is important that Medical Action Plans and
Medication are up to date.
At school we monitor the weather and receive Asthma alerts from the department.
The information regarding student illness has remained the same in the last operations guidance sent to schools so
we are still calling families of students who present with any of the following the symptoms:
•
Loss or changes in sense of smell or taste
•
Fever
•
Chills or sweats
•
Cough
•
Sore throat
•
Shortness of breath
•
Runny nose
•
Loss of sense of smell or taste
PARENT FEEDBACK SESSION
As a part of our School Review we are very keen to seek feedback and advice from the amazing parents and carers of
our school community.
We will running two focus groups, one during the day, and one in the evening, which will look at the progress we have
made in the goals we set for ourselves four years ago, and what might form part of our goals for the next 4 years.
These focus groups will be facilitated by John Crofts. John recently worked with all staff on our Pupil Free Day focussing
on our Whole School vision and values. He has extensive Educational Leadership and Corporate Organisational design
and improvement strategy skills and has come to know our school staff well over the last few years.
Some of the discussion points will include community partnerships, school celebrations, and opportunities for parent
and carer involvement in the school, student wellbeing, welfare support and communication.
We are currently finalising the details of these forums, especially given the COVID restrictions in place, and will send
out an invitation for all parents and carers once these have been confirmed.

SCHOOL TIMES
School is from 9.00am to 3.00pm
Staff are onsite providing supervision for our early bus arrivals only from 8.30am.
All other student are able to be dropped off via the bus bay from 8.45am. Earlier than this we do not have staff on
duty to supervise students.

With Thanks,
Kirshy McAinch
Principal

School Values – PROFESSIONALISM: We honour our job descriptions and work place values.

School Values – RESPECT: Our School Community is encouraged to treat others with grace and
kindness. The use of manners is respect in action.

Thank You, to our Teachers
You are all
WONDERFUL & APPRECIATED

30th October
30th October
31st October
5th November
7th November
10th November
10th November
12th November
12th November

BUS
Heathcote
Huntly
Fryerstown/Castlemaine
Kyneton
Lockwood
Strathfieldsaye
Serpentine
Spring Gully
Wedderburn

Archie
Joseph
Jett
Ta Hay
Brodie
Hollie
Harry
Kylie
Olivia

DRIVER / CHAPERONE
Gary & Jodie
Kiwi, Meg & Jamie Lee
David & Debbie
Steve & Raelene
David & Kim
Gordon & Joy
Peter & Janine
Steve & Heather
Shaun, Cathy
& Peter

Room 1
Room 3
Room 7
Room 2
Room 9
Room 2
Room 21
Room 14
Room 2

TELEPHONE
0435 900 890
0428 261 802
0409 421 500
0428 236 271
0428 271 824
0427 287 843
0427 380 040
0428 159 660
0438 587 791 (S)
0466 367 656

School Values – HONESTY: Our School Community demonstrates honesty in our daily actions by
behaving with fairness, truthfulness and sincerity.

School Values – ENCOURAGEMENT: Our School Community promotes encouragement to inspire
and build confidence.

General Notices

Epilepsy
Specialist Series
2020
Online Family Information Session
The Epilepsy Foundation is pleased to invite you to a Virtual Public Talk on
Sunday 8th November

Click HERE to register

Overview Session One
Presenter: Prof Ingrid Scheffer
Paediatric Neurologist
Austin Health
Royal Children’s Hospital

Session One presented by
Professor Ingrid Scheffer
10am till 1pm
Session Two presented by
Dr Silvana Micallef
2pm till 4pm
This is a free ONLINE event.
Further details will be sent via
email in the week prior to the
session.

• Seizure Definition
• Causes and trigger factors
• Seizure types and syndromes
• Diagnosis and treatment
• Safety and lifestyle issues
• First aid for seizures
• Epilepsy surgery

For further information:
edutra@epilepsyfoundation.org.au or phone 8809 0600

Overview of Session Two
Presenter: Dr Silvana Micallef
Senior Clinical
Neuropsychologist
Department of Clinical
Neuropsychology
Austin Health
• Epilepsy and its challenges
• The role of the
neuropsychologist
• Cognitive and behavioural
functioning in children with
epilepsy
• Psychosocial and family issues
for children with epilepsy
• Epilepsy Smart Schools
Resources

Each person experiences epilepsy in different ways depending on the type, frequency, severity and
predictability of their seizures.
The presentations are designed to address the many questions parents, people living with epilepsy and
carers of people with epilepsy may have.
Epilepsy Information Line

1300 761 487
School Values – PROFESSIONALISM: We honour our job descriptions and work place values.

