
BUNJIL THE CREATOR 
 

In the beginning, there was nothing. 

Bunjil, the Creator made large boulders and put them in place and then he covered 

them with dirt. The land was flat.  

 

He went back up into the sky, and while looking down he decided to create things 

that made the land look beautiful. So, he created the plants; the trees, the 

bushes, the grasses, the flowers, the mosses and all plants.  

 

He went back into the sky and looking down he decided to create things to move 

around through the plants. So, he created the animals; the kangaroo, the emu, the 

goanna, the wombat, the echidna, the cockatoo and all the animals. But, he only 

made one of each animal, and each of those animals was huge. He went back into 

the sky and noticed that the animals were not getting along with each other. So, 

he thought long and hard and decided what to do. He went down to the land and 

called Gure, the kangaroo over. He explained what he was going to do and 

performed some special Ceremony. Then he took out his axe and chopped Gure 

into smaller pieces. Each of those pieces turned into kangaroos the size we have 

today. He did the same to the other animals (except the Emu-which is a whole 

other Teaching.  

 

He went back into the sky and was very proud of what he had created. He decided 

he needed to create things to look after all of his creations. So, he created 

people. He called all the people together and told them his rules.  It is ok to take 

parts of plants to use, but don’t kill the whole plant. It is ok to kill an animal as 

long as you perform Ceremony and you use all of the animal. It is important that 

you look after yourself and the other people around you-especially the Elders.  

 

An easy way to remember Bunjil’s rule is to think YOE-Respect Yourself, Respect 

Others, Respect the Environment.  

 

Bunjil turns himself into a wedge-tailed eagle to watch over this Land he made.  

Not all wedge-tailed eagles are Bunjil, just one.  

When he is resting, he sleeps in the sky and the planet Jupiter is his campfire. 

 


