
TERM DATES

TERM 3
Monday 10th July - Friday 15th Sep

TERM 4
Monday 2nd Oct - Wednesday 20th Dec

03 5447 3267

T U E S D A Y  8 T H  A U G U S T
S T A F F  P D  D A Y  -  N O  S C H O O L  F O R  S T U D E N T S

F R I D A Y  2 5 T H  A U G U S T
W E A R  I T  P U R P L E  D A Y

S A T U R D A Y  1 9 T H  T O  S A T U R D A Y  2 6 T H  A U G U S T
B O O K W E E K  -  " R E A D ,  G R O W ,  I N S P I R E "

D R E S S - U P  P A R A D E  O N  T H U R S D A Y  2 4 T H  A U G U S T

F R I D A Y  1 S T  S E P T E M B E R
F O O T Y  C O L O U R S  D A Y  &  F A T H E R ' S  D A Y  B R E A K F A S T

T H U R S D A Y  1 4 T H  S E P T E M B E R
R  U  O K  D A Y ?

F R I D A Y  1 5 T H  S E P T E M B E R
L A S T  D A Y  O F  T E R M  3

D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T
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SURVEY WILL BE OPEN FROM MONDAY 7TH
AUGUST TO FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2023

 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out
what parents / caregivers / guardians think of
our school. The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by
the Department of Education that is designed to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of
families’ perceptions of a number of different
areas about our school such as student
engagement and how you communicate with
your teacher.
The survey is optional but we encourage all
families to participate. Our school will use the
survey results to help inform and direct future
school planning and improvement strategies. 

All families are invited to participate in the
survey. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes
20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed
at any convenient time within the survey period
on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or
smartphones. 

The online survey can be accessed by clicking
on the link below, or copy and paste the text
into your browser. 
This link will take you directly to the survey.
https://www.orima.com.au/parent . You will
then need to enter the PIN provided on the
separate letter sent home. 
If you need any assistance, please contact the
office ON 03 5447 3267

2023 PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN
OPINION SURVEY

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children's Day is our national day
dedicated to celebrating children who
identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander, to celebrate their own
understanding of their culture and to their
future health and wellbeing. 
Children's Day is celebrated across the
country each year on 4th August. 

At Bendigo SDS, we have significant number
of students and families who are Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander, from many
different language groups across Victoria
and Australia for that matter. 

Supporting these students to remain
connected to their culture is an important
priority for our school, as we work towards
making our school a culturally safe place for
all children, regardless their race or religion,
sexuality or disability. It is a key reason for
one of our school values,: "Valuing diversity
with kindness and respect". For more
information about this day, please see the
following link:
https://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES
STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN'S DAY

PRINCIPAL'S
REPORT



Just a quick reminder that we have a 
Pupil Free Day coming up next week on 
Tuesday 8th August. 

This will be an opportunity for our staff to
continue our learning about Trauma Informed
Practice with the incredible Dr. Anne Southall
of Latrobe University.  

There will be no school for students on this
day.

Kirshy McAinch
Principal

PUPIL FREE DAY  
TUESDAY 8TH AUGUST

Congratulations to some of our senior
students who attended an inter school soccer
tournament in Echuca yesterday. 

Our team showed excellent sportsmanship
against teams from Kalianna School, Swan Hill
Specialist School and Echuca Twin Rivers
Specialist School, and had a wonderful time in
the process. 

Enjoy the report and photos in this newsletter.

SOCCER DAY AT ECHUCA

PRINCIPAL'S
REPORT

Some of you may be aware that during the
last week, we have moved some classes from
their rooms to a new space. 

There are a couple of factors that have
influenced these decisions which include some
ongoing ramp works that are yet to be
completed on some of the portables, the
growing number of enrolments and need to
accommodate new student needs and the
possibility of creating a new class. 

Whilst these moves are disruptive to students,
we do feel that many have taken it in their
stride. 
If you have concerns about how your child
may be adjusting to these changes, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. 

If nothing else, this will be good practice for
when we are undertaking the new building
process and we will need to be moving rooms
all of the time!

CHANGING ROOMS



BUS DRIVER/CHAPERONE TELEPHONE

HEATHCOTE JASON & JODIE 0435 900 890

HUNTLY HELEN, NICOLE & CHLOE 0428 261 802

FRYERSTOWN/CASTLEMAINE DAVID & DEBBIE 0409 421 500

KYNETON STEVE & JOANNE 0428 236 271

LOCKWOOD DAVID & KIM 0428 271 824

STRATHFIELDSAYE STEVE & JOY 0427 287 843

SERPENTINE PETER & JANINE 0497 663 736

SPRING GULLY CHRIS & HEATHER 0428 159 660

WEDDERBURN BERNARD & MICHELLE 0466 367 656

BUSES

D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T

OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL
 

Have you registered already? 
 

The Parent Portal is our new 
 "one-stop-shop" which will give

you a variety of options. 
 

You can send through any
absence requests, book your SSG
meeting, communicate with the
teacher, receive newsletter etc. 

New features to come
 

Please contact the office for
assistance

with your registration or to get a
copy

of your unique family access
code. 



Birthday
HAPPY

05 August Imogen Room 7 05 August Hayden Room 14

08 August Joshua Room 19 10 August Kenward Room 3

10 August Mathew Room 20 11 August Angie
Leading
Teacher

11 August Emma ESS 15 August Sagan Room 3

15 August Bowen Room 21 16 August Jane ESS

17 August Ella Room 21



We invite all students, families and staff to wear Purple or
Rainbow colours on this day!

 
Hello to all families, carers and students 😊

 
We are very excited and looking forward to showing our support as a school again for Wear It Purple Day 
on Friday the 26th of August. Wear It Purple Day is a day of celebration, recognition and support for all Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Queer, Transgender and Intersex (LGBQTI+) young people, also known as ‘Rainbow Young
People’. 

Wear It Purple was founded in 2010 in response to global stories of real teenagers, real heartache, and their
very real responses. In 2010, several rainbow young people took their own lives following bullying and
harassment resulting from the lack of acceptance of their sexuality or gender identity. In Australia currently,
we know statistically that LGBQTI+ people experience much higher levels of anxiety, depression, and suicidal
ideation. We also know that 39% of young people who identify as LGBQTI+ also identify as having a disability or
long-term medical condition.

As a school, we want to uphold our school’s value of ‘valuing diversity with kindness and respect’ and create a
safe and supportive environment for all our students, staff, and families. 
Therefore, Wear It Purple Day is a big day on our wellbeing calendar and is a day that we will continue to
promote and support to ensure that we are building a safe and supportive culture at Bendigo SDS. 

To celebrate this day as a school, not only are we inviting everyone to wear Purple or Rainbow colours, but we
are working with our student leadership team to create a promotional video of what this day means to our
schooling community. This will be accompanied by Respectful Relationships learning material across the
classrooms with the themes of inclusion and diversity. To add to the fun and celebratory theme of the day, we
will be having some fun activities such as making rainbow cupcakes, music/dance parties at play times and
optional Purple Hairspray Makeovers available for our students (Parent/carer permission forms will be sent
home for hairspray).  

This is an extremely important day for all schools in promoting mental health, celebrating diversity, and
ensuring that everybody feels welcome and supported. If you want to learn more about the day and its
importance, below are some links about the origins of Wear It Purple and a statistical snapshot of mental
health of Rainbow Young People in Australia (2021). 

Wear It Purple – origins and story: https://www.wearitpurple.org/our-story 

Have a great weekend,
Drew Barrett (Mental Health Practitioner), Meg Holmes (Family Support) & The Wellbeing Promotion team.



IMPORTANCE OF
CYBER SAFETY FOR
OUR STUDENTS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE

To all parents and carers,

In today’s digital age, young people are deeply immersed in technology, opening doors to numerous
opportunities for learning and socialising. However, this digital landscape also exposes our young
people to risks like cyberbullying, online predators, and identity theft. 
As parents and carers, it is essential to be aware of these dangers and take an active role in
safeguarding our children online.

In Australia, concerning statistics highlight the vulnerabilities young people face online. Statistics
from the E-Safety Commission reveal that one in five children aged 9 to 17 experienced Cyberbullying
in 2021, and an even more alarming number are exposed to sexualised content in the same age group.
Moreover, online grooming cases have seen a worrisome increase, with predators taking advantage of
apps commonly used by our young people such as Snapchat and Tik Tok.

To protect our young people, parents must stay informed about the digital world and communicate
openly. Setting clear boundaries on screen time and online behaviour is essential. Educating young
people about the risks of cyberbullying, grooming and sexting is a team effort and empowers them to
make informed decisions. Monitoring online activities and using parental controls where appropriate is
an added layer of protection.

If you would like to find out more about Cybersafety and how you can support your young person to be
safe online, visit the E-Safety Commission Australia website which is linked below.  
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents



TOURNAMENTTOURNAMENT

TWIN RIVERSTWIN RIVERS
SOCCERSOCCER

What an incredible day at the Twin Rivers Soccer Tournament in Echuca! We had a blast working as a
team to ‘be our best’. We kicked some amazing goals on the field!

Not only that, we also had a fantastic time playing on the awesome outdoor exercise equipment after
lunch… and the fun didn't stop there!

We got to interact with the Head Space staff, playing games and learning about the fantastic support
they offer. 

 
A huge thank you to Echuca Twin Rivers School for organizing this fantastic event! 

 
It was obvious to see we were on an excursion with our Senior School students, the leaders of our

school. Everyone was certainly demonstrating our SWPBS expectation of ‘Being their Best’!
Everyone was giving it their all on the field!!

 
 











OUR MENU
CANTEEN IS BACK ON 

FOOD
Pasta Bolognese
3 x Dim Sims 

Chicken Wrap  

Mini Pizza                                  

                with Soy Sauce

              with mayo and/or chili sauce

             Ham, Pineapple and Cheese
              Cheese

$ 6.00
$ 4.00

$ 7.00

$ 5.00

DRINKS
Milkshakes $3.00

Chocolate
Strawberry
Caramel

CANTEEN INFO 
We will have our Canteen running every

Friday. Order forms will be sent home at the
start of the week. All orders will need to be

returned by Wednesday 11 am 








