
IMPORTANT DATES

Friday 12th May Mother's Day Pancake Breakfast

Monday 15th May School Council Meeting at 7.00 pm

Thursday 8th June
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY

      NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Monday 12th June
KING'S BIRTHDAY 

      PUBLIC HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL 

TERM DATES

TERM 2
Monday 24th April - Friday 24 June 

TERM 3
Monday 10th July - Friday 15th Sep

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y  P A N C A K E  B R E A K F A S T

D A T E :  F R I D A Y  1 2 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 3  
T I M E :  8 : 0 0 A M  -  9 : 0 0 A M  






26-32 LOCKWOOD RD, KANGAROO FLAT, VIC,  3550  

NEWSLETTER #5

FRIDAY 
 05TH MAY 2023

BENDIGOSDS@EDUCATION.VIC.GOV.AU @BENDIGOSPECIALDEVELOPMENTALSCHOOL

WWW.BENDIGOSDS.VIC.EDU.AU

PRINCIPAL:

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

KIRSHY MCAINCH

DEHNE ANSTEE

LEAH THOMAS

03 5447 3267 03 5447 7286

D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T

OUR SCHOOL VALUES:



Last week, Dehne and myself met with the Architects from ePlus Architecture,
representatives from the Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA), auditors from
Aurecon, an external and independent international engineering, design and advisory
service that the VSBA use to assess school building designs and quantity surveyors whose
role it is to cost building designs, to formally approve the Masterplan of our new school
build. 

YEAH!
This process was the end of what is known as Asset Management Planning 2 (AMP2) and
many months of work by the architects in particular, to create an overall Masterplan that
addresses all of the design briefs provided by the groups within the school that they have
met with (staff, parents, students, school council, and the project management group) and
also meets the area allocations set by the Department. 

This must take into account all of the constraints of the site including for us specifically,
the issues associated with our confined space, the poor and inadequate drainage and soil
issues onsite and a plan for us to keep open and teaching whilst construction is underway. 
This is not an easy feat, and the Masterplan design now represents what the area allocation
of a full redevelopment of the school will be. It is important to note, that at this stage, we
have only been allocated funding ($9.1million) for stage 1 of the project, with a full
redevelopment planned to occur in 4 stages. 

With the approval of the Masterplan, we are now able to move into the Schematic Design’
stage, which will see the architects design what the buildings will actually look like, inside
and out. This is incredibly exciting and we are starting to see our new school take shape. 

This stage will take approximately two to three months, and there will be an opportunity
for feedback and reflection on some of the initial designs. Once these designs are
developed, and approved through a similar process as the AMP2, the technical drawings
will be developed in preparation for a tender process being undertaken to select a builder.
We are working towards going to tender before the Christmas period, with a view to
starting construction early in the new year.

MASTERPLAN APPROVAL 

       PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
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FOUNDATION/PREP INFORMATION SESSIONS
On Tuesday 16th May 2023, two foundation information sessions will take place at the
school, one at 10:00am and another at 6:00pm in the evening. 
This is an opportunity for anyone who is considering Bendigo SDS as a option for their
child’s schooling to come along and learn more about the learning programs and the multi-
tiered systems of support that we have within our to support student learning and success.

 If you know anyone who is interested in attending, 
please encourage them to come along or to contact
the office (03 5447 3267) or myself for more information.

Whilst it may seem like a long and arduous process to get to this point, and that little has
been done, I can only assure you that a significant amount of planning, testing, cost analysis
and design development has been taking place, and was critical in the overall development
of the Masterplan. 
As a school community, we are now in a position to go back to government, who have been
very supportive thus far, and make a case for the continued funding of stages 2,3 and 4 of
school redevelopment. I anticipate that this will be a focus for us in the 2024 state budget,
when we will undertake construction of stage 1.

This process has been a fascinating one for me so far, and I have learnt much about all the
things that must happen prior to thinking about what a building will be, let alone designing
it and then starting to actually build it. 
As a teacher with no background whatsoever in any type of construction, it has at times
been challenging and frustrating and feeling like we are getting no where fast (it is nearly a
year since the budget announcement of funding for stage 1). What I have learnt is, like all
good skill development, laying the foundations firmly and solidly to build upon is critical for
future success, and I am very excited about what has been achieved at this stage for our
new school. I will continue to share our progress with you, and always welcome your
feedback and input.

MASTERPLAN APPROVAL... continued
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ANZAC DAY LEST WE FORGETApril 25

A huge vote of thanks to our School Captains Laura, Daniel and Hamish, for representing
our school so well at the Kangaroo Flat RSL Sub Branch Commemorative Service. 

They laid a wreath on behalf of our school community in remembrance of all those who
have suffered during war, as everyone in our community is impacted both, during and after
war events.  

As a school, we also reflected on what ANZAC Day means and why we commemorate it in
our Assembly on Friday. As part of that, we watched this video of a book reading of “Lest
We Forget” by Kerry Brown, which you can also watch on this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6PJPFbOmig. 

It allowed us to talk about the different perspectives that people have about what makes a
good day and what makes a bad day, which is a great skill to learn as a self-management
skill. 

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
We look forward to welcoming our school community into the school on Friday 12th May
between 8.00am and 9.00am for our annual Mother’s Day Breakfast. 

Pancakes will be the order of the day, and we look forward to recognising this special day by
inviting Mums, Carers, Grandmas, Nans, Aunties, Cousins, special friends and anyone who is
an important person in the life of one of our students to share in the festivities of the
morning.

 It will be held in the Multi Purpose Room so we will all be nice and warm. 



 
B e n d i g o  S p e c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  S c h o o l  

i n v i t e s  y o u  t o  o u r  



M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y  P A N C A K E  B R E A K F A S T !  
D a t e :  F r i d a y  1 2 t h  M a y  2 0 2 3  

T i m e :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  9 : 0 0 a m  
L o c a t i o n :  B e n d i g o  S p e c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t a l

S c h o o l ’ s  M u l t i - P u r p o s e  R o o m
  

W e  i n v i t e  a l l  m o t h e r s ,  g r a n d m o t h e r s ,  c a r e r s ,
a n d  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s  t o  c o m e  a n d  c e l e b r a t e

M o t h e r ’ s  D a y  a n d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  r o l e  o f
m o t h e r s !



C o m e ,  s i t  b a c k  a n d  e n j o y  a  p a n c a k e  b r e a k f a s t

w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d .  
       

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y
 P A N C A K E  B R E A K F A S T

SEE YOUSEE YOUSEE YOU
THERETHERETHERE   



BUS DRIVER/CHAPERONE TELEPHONE

HEATHCOTE JASON & JODIE 0435 900 890

HUNTLY HELEN, NICOLE & CHLOE 0428 261 802

FRYERSTOWN/CASTLEMAINE DAVID & DEBBIE 0409 421 500

KYNETON STEVE & JOANNE 0428 236 271

LOCKWOOD DAVID &KIM 0428 271 824

STRATHFIELDSAYE STEVE & JOY 0427 287 843

SERPENTINE PETER &JANINE 0497 663 736

SPRING GULLY CHRIS & HEATHER 0428 159 660

WEDDERBURN BERNARD & MICHELLE 0466 367 656

BUSES



SENIOR SCHOOL
REPTILE INCURSION

O n  2 3  M a r c h  t h e  s e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  a  f u l l - d a y  r e p t i l e
i n c u r s i o n  h o s t e d  b y  T a m e e k a  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t e r  B e n d i g o  S n a k e  C o n t r o l .

S t u d e n t s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  c a r e e r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h
a n i m a l s ,  l e a r n  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  r e p t i l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  h o l d  a  v a r i e t y  o f

s n a k e s  a n d  l i z a r d s .



M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  w h a t  t o  d o  i f  t h e y  s e e  a  s n a k e  n e a r
t h e i r  h o u s e  o r  i n  t h e  b u s h .



S t u d e n t s  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  a n d  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  T a m e e k a  f o r

p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  

THANK YOU 
TAMEEKA!



TERM 1 
WHOLE SCHOOL CELEBRATION

I t  w a s  a m a z i n g  t o  s e e  s o
m a n y  p a r e n t s  a n d

f a m i l i e s  h e r e  t o  c e l e b r a t e
a l l  t h e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  t h e i r
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g .

T h a n k  y o u  e v e r y o n e  f o r
c e l e b r a t i n g  w i t h  u s !



I N V I T A T I O N  T O  V I S I T  
S C O P E  &  S C O P E  I C O N  



D A T E :  T H U R S D A Y  1 8 T H  M A Y



W e  w i l l  m e e t  a t  S C O P E ,  3 1 - 4 5 B e n n e t t  S t r e e t ,

I r o n b a r k  a t  1 2 . 0 0  p m  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  o n t o  S C O P E
I C O N ,  S h o p  7 ,  1 7  H i g h  S t r e e t  i n  E a g l e h a w k ,  a t

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 0 0 p m .  



P l e a s e  R S V P  v i a  e m a i l  b y  T h u r s d a y  1 1 t h  M a y  t o
s e c u r e  y o u r  p l a c e  f o r  t h e s e  t o u r s  

k i m . j o n e s 3 @ e d u c a t i o n . v i c . g o v . a u  

P A R E N T S  &  C A R E R S  O F  S T U D E N T S
G R A D U A T I N G  

I N  2 0 2 3  0 R  2 0 2 4  



a n d  a l l  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
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Have a nice 

WEEKEND


