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TERM DATES

TERM 1
Friday 27th January - Thursday 06 April 

TERM 2
Monday 24th April - Friday 24 June 

IMPORTANT DATES

Monday 13th March
Labour Day: Public Holiday

       NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS & STAFF

Monday 20th March School Council - General Meeting at 7 pm

Wednesday 29th March Raffle Tickets to be returned today

Friday 31 March Easter Raffle Draw 

Sunday 2nd April World Autism Day

Thursday 6th April
Senior School Parent Meeting at the
Kangaroo Flat Libary from 9 to 10.15 am 

Thursday 6th April Last Day of Term 1 

26-32 LOCKWOOD RD, KANGAROO FLAT, VIC,  3550  

NEWSLETTER #3

FRIDAY 10TH
MARCH 2023

BENDIGOSDS@EDUCATION.VIC.GOV.AU @BENDIGOSPECIALDEVELOPMENTALSCHOOL

WWW.BENDIGOSDS.VIC.EDU.AU

PRINCIPAL:

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

KIRSHY MCAINCH

DEHNE ANSTEE

LEAH THOMAS

03 5447 3267 03 5447 7286



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

S C H O O L  C A P T A I N S
L a s t  w e e k  w e  w e r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o
a n n o u n c e  o u r  S c h o o l  C a p t a i n s  f o r
2 0 2 3 .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e l e c t e d  b y
t h e i r  p e e r s ,  a  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  i s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g
p r o c e s s  a b o u t  d e m o c r a c y ,  t h e
v o t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e s  a n d
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  

I  a m  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  o u r
S c h o o l  C a p t a i n s  a r e  M o l l i e  A l l e n ,
D a n i e l  K e n n e d y ,  L a u r a  M u r r a y ,  a n d
H a m i s h  S k i r k a .  

I t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s  o n  h a n d  a t  a s s e m b l y  l a s t
F r i d a y  f o r  t h e i r  a n n o u n c e m e n t ,  a n d
w e  k n o w  t h e y  w i l l  d o  a  w o n d e r f u l
j o b  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t  b o d y  a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e m  a l l !

B U I L D I N G  U P D A T E
L a s t  w e e k ,  D e h n e  a n d  I  v i s i t e d  f i v e
o t h e r  s p e c i a l  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e
s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  a r c h i t e c t s
f r o m  e P l u s  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  p a r t  o f
p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  t h e  “ S c h e m a t i c
D e s i g n ’  s t a g e  o f  o u r  u p g r a d e
p r o c e s s .
 
I t  w a s  a  w h i r l w i n d  t o u r ,  a n d  t h e
d r i v e  i n  b e t w e e n  g a v e  u s  p l e n t y  o f
t i m e  t o  d i s c u s s  w h a t  w e  s a w  a n d
w h a t  w e  t h o u g h t  w o r k e d  a n d  d i d n ’ t
w o r k .  

W e  v i s i t e d  S u n b u r y  a n d  M a c e d o n
R a n g e s  S p e c i a l i s t  S c h o o l s ’
B u l l e n g a r o o k  C a m p u s ,  S p r i n g v a l e
P a r k  S p e c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  S c h o o l ,
O f f i c e r  S p e c i a l i s t  S c h o o l ,  L a t r o b e
S p e c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  S c h o o l ,  a n d
S a l e  S p e c i a l i s t  S c h o o l .  
T h e r e  w e r e  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  d e s i g n s
b e t w e e n  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  i t  w a s
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  w h a t  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t i e s  h a d  p r i o r i t i s e d
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s .
T h e  w a y  a  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n  w o r k s  i s
t h a t  s c h o o l s  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  a  c e r t a i n
a m o u n t  o f  s q u a r e  m e t r e s  f l o o r s p a c e
d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  e n r o l m e n t  n u m b e r
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  b u i l t .
.  
C u r r e n t l y  o u r  s c h o o l  i s  b e i n g  b u i l t
f o r  1 6 8  s t u d e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  w i l l
c h a n g e  a s  w e  g o  a l o n g  t h e  p r o c e s s ,
a s  o u r  t r e n d  d a t a  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  o u r
e n r o l m e n t s  w i l l  e x c e e d  t h a t  n u m b e r
i n  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ’  t i m e .  S c h o o l s
h a v e  s o m e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  h o w  t o
b r e a k  u p  t h a t  s p a c e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h o s e
w e  v i s i t e d ,  s o m e  a l l o c a t e d  m o r e  t o
c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d  s o m e  a l l o c a t e d
m o r e  t o  c o m m u n a l  s p a c e s  a n d  w h a t
i s  k n o w n  a s  ‘ c i r c u l a t i o n ’  s p a c e s  t o
l i n k  c l a s s r o o m s  t o g e t h e r .

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
e v e r y o n e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y
t o  h a v e  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e s e  d e s i g n s ,
a l t h o u g h  i t  m u s t  b e  s a i d ,  t h a t  w e
w i l l  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e
a r c h i t e c t s ,  a s  t h e i r  a r e a  o f
e x p e r t i s e  i s  m a k i n g  s p a c e s
f u n c t i o n a l .   T o  t h i s  e n d ,  N i c k ,
R a c h e l ,  K r i s t e n  a n d  T e r r y ,  t h e
a r c h i t e c t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t
a r e  s p e n d i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f
t i m e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  a r e  g a i n i n g
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  t h e
s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  o u r  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
M A T H E M A T I C S  G R A N T  U P D A T E
M a n y  o f  y o u  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  w e
w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r i n g  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  g r a n t  l a s t  y e a r  t h r o u g h
t h e  S c h o o l s P l u s  p r o g r a m  t o
a d v a n c e  o u r  m a t h e m a t i c s  t e a c h i n g
a n d  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s .  W e  h a v e
j u s t  u n d e r g o n e  o u r  1 2 - m o n t h
a c q u i t t a l  p r o c e s s  w i t h  o u r
a l l o c a t e d  c o a c h ,  D r  A d r i a n
B e r t o l i n i .   

I  a m  s o  p l e a s e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  w e
h a v e  b e e n  a p p l a u d e d  f o r  o u r
p r o g r e s s ,  s o  m u c h  s o ,  t h a t
M a t h e m a t i c s  V i c t o r i a  h a s  a s k e d  o u r
s c h o o l  t o  w r i t e  a  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e  f o r
t h e i r  q u a r t e r l y  m a g a z i n e  o f  o u r
l e a r n i n g  j o u r n e y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  1 2
m o n t h s .  
T h i s  l a s t  y e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  o n l y  t h e
s t a r t  o f  o u r  f o c u s  o n  m a t h e m a t i c s
a n d  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  w e
a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  m o v i n g  t o  t h e
n e x t  s t a g e  o f  o u r  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h
i n v o l v e s  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s
b e c o m i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g
p r o c e s s .  

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h o s t i n g  a
n u m b e r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  a c t i v i t y
n i g h t s  f o r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  w e  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h
y o u ,  v i a  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  o u r
F a c e b o o k  p a g e  a n d  S e e S a w ,  a b o u t
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  t h a t  o u r  s t u d e n t s
a r e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  a p p l y i n g
m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  t o  u l t i m a t e l y
m a k e  t h e m  m o r e  n u m e r a t e .  

S C H O O L  C O U N C I L
J u s t  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  o n  M o n d a y
2 0 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 3  a t  7  p m  w i l l  b e  t h e
A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  o f  o u r
S c h o o l  C o u n c i l .  W e  d o  h a v e  s o m e
p a r e n t / c a r e r  v a c a n c i e s  s t i l l
a v a i l a b l e ,  s o  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e
t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e ,  o r  m y s e l f  a n d
D e h n e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
h a v i n g  a  c h a t  a b o u t  w h a t  b e i n g  o n
s c h o o l  c o u n c i l  e n t a i l s  a n d
c o m p l e t i n g  a  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m .  T h e
S c h o o l  C o u n c i l  w i l l  b e  a n  i n t r i c a t e
p a r t  o f  t h e  u p g r a d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,
s o  t h i s  i s  a n  e x c i t i n g  t i m e  t o
b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d !  

K i r s h y  M c A i n c h
P r i n c i p a l

Have a nice 

weekend
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BUS DRIVER/CHAPERONE TELEPHONE

HEATHCOTE JASON & JODIE 0435 900 890

HUNTLY HELEN, NICOLE & CHLOE 0428 261 802

FRYERSTOWN/CASTLEMAINE DAVID & DEBBIE 0409 421 500

KYNETON STEVE & JOANNE 0428 236 271

LOCKWOOD DAVID &KIM 0428 271 824

STRATHFIELDSAYE STEVE & JOY 0427 287 843

SERPENTINE PETER &JANINE 049 663 736

SPRING GULLY CHRIS & HEATHER 0428 159 660

WEDDERBURN CATHY & MICHELLE 0466 367 656

BUSES

ARE YOUR CONTACT
DETAILS UP-TO-DATE?

DID YOU RETURN YOUR
MEDIA CONSENT FORM



It is important that we always have your

correct home address, contact and
emergency details, especially if we need
to contact you in case of an emergency

or when your child is unwell. 



We'd like to ask everyone to advice us of
any changes in your details as soon as

possible by contacting our office or your
child's teacher.
THANK YOU!



Throughout the year our staff will capture great

photos from our students during all sorts of exciting
events and activities. 



Through our ANNUAL MEDIA CONSENT FORM you
can let us know whether or not you would like your

child's photographs to be published in our
newsletters, our school website or other publicly
accessible channels, such as social media. If you

haven't returned your form, please complete the form
asap. A copy of the form is attached to this newsletter. 

THANK YOU!



BIRTHDAYS

14 March Kyle Room 23

21 March Angus Room 10

21 February Alex Room 19

15 March Tanya M. ESS

22 March Ivan Room 3

21 February Lorraine CRT

MEETING FOR OUR SENIOR SCHOOL PARENTS

  How senior school has a different focus to junior school. 
  The importance of schooling for students with a disability. 
  How our curriculum works
  Career education and transitioning out of school 
  Time for questions and meet parents in the same stage of life.



Thursday 6th April   Save this date…..  

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION SESSION FOR SENIOR SCHOOL PARENTS



Location: Kangaroo Flat Library (across the road)

Time: 09.00 - 10.15 am



    For new senior school students and those who have been there a little longer. 
We want to share with you:  some senior school concepts. 

 For further information chat to Meg Holmes, Drew Barrett or your classroom teacher.   
Phone: 03 54473267.
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M E E T  O U R  2 0 2 3  
S C H O O L  C A P T A I N S :



M O L L I E  A L L E N

L A U R A  M U R R A Y
D A N I E L  K E N N E D Y
H A M I S H  S K I R K A






VARIETY & RALLEY AROUND VICTORIA
THANK YOU!!!

A massive thank you to Variety and the Rally Around Victoria crew for stopping by
on Saturday morning for breakfast.
It was a lovely morning and so special to be able to connect to some amazing people,  
supporting kids around the state, to access vital equipment and resources!

Another thank you to the amazing staff who volunteered their Saturday mornings to
help run the event and thank you the following businesses, who supported us by
donating vouchers and products, enabling us to hold such a great event:

C O L E S  L A N S E L L
S Q U A R E

KMART 
LANSELL SQUARE BUNNINGS 

KANGAROO FLAT

CHAMPIONS IGA
KANGAROO FLAT

B E E P S  A U T O  P A R T S  &
A C C E S S O R I E S  -  B R E E N  S T R E E T

B E N D I G O
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OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

OUR COFFEE CREWOUR COFFEE CREW
Our wonderful coffee crew that supported
our Prep parents meeting yesterday, taking

orders and making some delicious drinks
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CARERS SUPPORT GROUP - COME AND JOIN

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!!

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l
o u r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e

d o n a t i o n s  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d
d u r i n g  t h i s  t e r m .



 A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  i s  s e n t
t o  t h e  G a t t - K i n g  f a m i l y  f o r

t h e i r  g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  o f  a
M e l l o w  M a t t  t o  o u r  J u n i o r

S c h o o l .



EASTER RAFFLE
2023

·Friday 24th March – greatly appreciated if donations could be
sent in by this date so that hampers can be put together by our
volunteers

·Wednesday 29th March – Raffle tickets (sold or unsold) and
money to be returned to school

·Friday 31st March – Raffle to be drawn 

Dear parents & carers,

This term we will once again be holding our  Annual Easter Raffle.

We would greatly appreciate your support in this, and all money
raised will go towards school resources and equipment for all of our
students. 

The raffle prizes are to be hampers of Easter eggs. 

If each family could donate an egg, bunny or other relevant Easter
item, this would make for a brilliant prize pool! 

Donations will be collected from classrooms each day or you can
drop them off at the office any time. 

Timeline:

                                                 
Thank you for your support…………….
The Team at Bendigo SDS

DONATIONS
WELCOME 



SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING & ELECTION 
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We have 6 parent positions available this year

The School Council Annual General Meeting, will be held on 
Monday 20th March at 7pm either at school or via webex. 

I would encourage all parents and carers to consider nominating to become a member of the
School Council. 

Our school community is indebted to our parent representatives being, Leah Thomas, who is
our current School Council President, Emma Burke, Rachel Byrne, Vicki Gordon, Rebecca
Quinn, Matthew Gildea, Bianca Kane, Terri Unger. Our two community representatives Angela
Whalen, who is our current Vice-President & Treasurer, and Bob Wiseman. And our DET
representatives, Dehne Anstee, Barb Johnstone, Davina McCurdy and Tyler Dempster. 

Joining the School Council will give you the opportunity to have a direct say in the future
direction of our school, which is a wonderful way to shape the learning of your child. 

School Council nominations forms are attached to this newsletter or you can contact the
office for a form. 

In case we have received more nominations than there are positions available, elections will be
held and parents/carers will need to fill out a ballot.

If you have any questions, I would urge you to contact the office on 03 5447 3267 or speak to
one of the current parent members. 

Thank you!



FORM 3: SELF-NOMINATION FORM FOR PARENT MEMBER
CATEGORY (Formerly Schedule 5A) 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent member on the

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… council. 

Name

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Residential address

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

….. Contact phone (mobile or landline)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Email

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

I am the parent/guardian of …………………………………………………………………... who is/are currently enrolled at this school.

Statement 

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training.                              Yes / No (please circle) 

I am an employee of the school council.                                                                            Yes / No (please circle) 

I am engaged in work at and for the school.                                                                      Yes / No (please circle) 



I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named school council. I hereby declare that: 
• I am not, and have ever been, insolvent under administration 
• I am not of unsound mind 

• I have not been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria be, an indictable offence 
• I am not a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004. 

• I am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect my ability to perform the role of member of 
a school council. 

Signature of candidate.............................................................................................. Date .......... / ............... / …….…. 

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 
The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election nomination process. 
The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your personal information may be 
disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or at any time up to one year from the 
declaration of the poll. 
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) posted in a 
prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). Further, the name, 
membership category, gender (optional), term of office, office held (if any) of school council members and 
notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the Department of 
Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record of council membership and may be used for 
statistical purposes. 
You can access your personal information by contacting the principal on: ………………………………………………… 
If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted. 
If you have any queries about the school council nomination process, please contact the principal. 
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