
D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T

TERM DATES

TERM 3
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PRINCIPAL:

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

KIRSHY MCAINCH

REBECCA QUINN

03 5447 3267

Friday 29th August
Wear It Purple Day

Tuesday 2nd September
Staff PD Day - Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 3rd September
Indigenous Literacy Day

Friday 5th September
Father’s Day Breakfast

Footy Colours Day

Sunday 7th September
Father’s Day

Thursday 11 September
R U OK Day

Friday 19 September
End of Term 3 - 2pm Finish

Monday 4th August
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander

Children’s Day

Wednesday 6th August
Student Support Group (SSG) Meeting Day

NORMAL CLASSES WILL NOT RUN

Thursday 7th August
Student Immunisations - Selected Students ONLY

BOOKING REQUIRED

Saturday 9th August
International Day of World Indigenous Peoples

Monday 11th August - Friday 29th August
Martin Vale Dentist Van Visit

FORMS TO BE RETURNED TO THE OFFICE

Saturday 16th to 23rd August
Book Week - Book An Adventure!

Tuesday 19th August
Book Week Parade



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

I L L N E S S  A T  S C H O O L

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  w e e k s ,  w e ’ v e  s e e n  a  n o t i c e a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  i l l n e s s
w i t h i n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  L i k e  m a n y  o t h e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,
w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  w a v e  o f  c o l d s ,  f l u ,  a n d  o t h e r  s e a s o n a l

b u g s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  i l l n e s s e s  m a y  a p p e a r  m i l d  i n  m a n y  c h i l d r e n ,  i t ' s
i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  s o m e  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y

v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  c a n  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  e v e n  l o w - l e v e l  v i r u s e s .
F o r  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f ,  w e  k i n d l y  a s k
t h a t  i f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  u n w e l l ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  m i l d  t h e i r  s y m p t o m s  m a y
s e e m ,  t h e y  r e m a i n  a t  h o m e  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d .  T h i s  s m a l l

a c t  o f  c a r e  h e l p s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h o s e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  w h o  m a y  h a v e
c o m p r o m i s e d  i m m u n e  s y s t e m s  o r  u n d e r l y i n g  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d

e n s u r e s  t h a t  w e  c a n  m a i n t a i n  a  s a f e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  l e a r n i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  e v e r y o n e .  W e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  i n  k e e p i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h y  a n d  s a f e .
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OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

S A V E  T H E  D A T E  -  T H E  W H O L E  S C H O O L  P R O D U C T I O N
A T  U L U M B A R R A  T H E A T R E  -  T U E S D A Y  2 5  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5T H

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  d a t e  f o r  o u r  u p c o m i n g  b i a n n u a l  W h o l e
S c h o o l  P r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  o n e  n i g h t  o n l y  o n

T u e s d a y  2 5  N o v e m b e r  a t  t h e  s t u n n i n g  U l u m b a r r a  T h e a t r e  i n  B e n d i g o !
O u r  s c h o o l  p r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  a l w a y s  a  m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e
y e a r ,  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  n o  e x c e p t i o n .  I n  t h e  l e a d - u p  t o  t h e
b i g  n i g h t ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i s t  c l a s s e s  t o

l e a r n  s o n g s  a n d  d a n c e  r o u t i n e s ,  b u i l d  a m a z i n g  p r o p s  a n d  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d
b r i n g  t h e  s h o w  t o  l i f e  w i t h  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  e n e r g y .

I t ’ s  a  w o n d e r f u l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n y  t a l e n t s  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  w e  w a n t  t h e  t h e a t r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  p r o u d  f a m i l i e s ,  f r i e n d s ,
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  c h e e r i n g  t h e m  o n .  S o  p l e a s e  s a v e  t h e  d a t e ,

s t a r t  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  w o r d ,  a n d  g e t  r e a d y  t o  j o i n  u s  f o r  a  m a g i c a l  n i g h t  o f
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n .
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OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E

W e  a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  o u r  b r a n d - n e w  b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  M a l i  B u
D j a n i p  ( M a l l e e  a n d  M y a l l  c o u n t r y ) ,  i s  g e t t i n g  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  c o m p l e t i o n !

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  w e e k s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e ,  a n d  w e ’ r e
n o w  s e e i n g  t h e  f i n a l  t o u c h e s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  –  c a r p e t s  a r e  b e i n g  l a i d ,
f i t t i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d ,  a n d  t h e  s p a c e s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  l o o k  t r u l y

a m a z i n g .
N e x t  T u e s d a y ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  a  f i n a l  ‘ d e f e c t  w a l k ’  t o

c h e c k  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  o r d e r  b e f o r e  w e  m o v e  t o w a r d  h a n d o v e r .  W h i l e
w e  d o n ’ t  y e t  h a v e  f i r m  d a t e s  f o r  w h e n  c l a s s r o o m s  w i l l  b e  m o v i n g  i n t o

t h e  n e w  s p a c e ,  w e ’ l l  b e  s u r e  t o  k e e p  f a m i l i e s  i n f o r m e d  a s  p l a n s
d e v e l o p .

W e ’ r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  p l a n n i n g  a  s p e c i a l  o f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g
c e r e m o n y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  m i l e s t o n e .  W e  h o p e  t o  s e e  a s  m a n y

o f  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  t h e r e  a s  p o s s i b l e  –  i t  w i l l  b e  a  f a n t a s t i c
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a r k  t h i s  n e x t  c h a p t e r  i n  o u r

s c h o o l ' s  j o u r n e y .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s o o n !



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  e i g h t  o f  o u r  s e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e
r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  p l a c e m e n t s  a t  K a n g a r o o  F l a t

I G A ,  G o l d e n  C i t y  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  K a n g a r o o  F l a t  L i b r a r y .
T h e s e  p l a c e m e n t s  a r e  a  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e
t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a t  s c h o o l  a n d  p u t  t h e m

i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  r e a l - w o r l d  s e t t i n g s .

W e  a r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e s e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r
g e n e r o s i t y ,  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  a n d  s u p p o r t .  E a c h  o f  t h e m  h a s  g o n e  a b o v e  a n d

b e y o n d  t o  p r o v i d e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  w e l c o m i n g ,  i n c l u s i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  g r o w  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e ,  b u i l d

i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  d e v e l o p  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k p l a c e  s k i l l s  t h a t  w i l l  s u p p o r t
t h e i r  f u t u r e  p a t h w a y s .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t o
s h o w  s u p p o r t  a t  K a n g a r o o  F l a t  I G A ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  l i b r a r y ,  o r

l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  o f  G o l d e n  C i t y  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s .  A n d  i f
y o u ’ r e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  k e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  –  t h e y ’ r e  w o r k i n g

h a r d ,  l e a r n i n g  l o t s ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  s c h o o l  s o
w e l l ,  m a k i n g  u s  a l l  p r o u d !

K i n d  r e g a r d s ,

K i r s h y  M c A i n c h
P r i n c i p a l
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BUSES

BUS DRIVER/CHAPERONE TELEPHONE

HEATHCOTE GARY & JODIE 0435 900 890

HUNTLY HELEN & NICOLE 0428 261 802

FRYERSTOWN/CASTLEMAINE DAVID & JULIE 0409 421 500

KYNETON LENNY & JOANNE 0490 093 472

LOCKWOOD ANGELA & KIM 0490 092 273

STRATHFIELDSAYE STEVE & TRISH 0490 705 019

SERPENTINE PETER & JANINE 0497 663 736

SPRING GULLY CHRIS & HEATHER 0490 702 728

WEDDERBURN BERNARD & MICHELLE 0466 367 656

I M P O R TA N T  M E S S AG E S  F R O M  FA M I L I E S

We  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e n d  a  f r i e n d l y  re m i n d e r  t h a t  a n y  i m p o r t a n t
m e s s a g e s  a re  b e s t  t o  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  s c h o o l  t h ro u g h :  

S e n t ra l  Pa re n t  Po r t a l  ( m a i n l y  a b s e n c e  n o t i f i c a t i o n s )
E m a i l  t o  s c h o o l  ( b e n d i g o. s d s @ e d u c a t i o n .v i c . g ov. a u )
Vo i c e m a i l  A b s e n c e  L i n e  ( 03  5 4 47  3 2 67  –  o p t i o n  1 )
S p e a k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  s t a f f  ( 03  5 4 47  3 2 67  -  o p t i o n  2 )

 
We  e n c o u ra g e  f a m i l i e s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  m e s s a g e s  re l a t e d  t o
a b s e n c e s,  c h a n g e s  i n  b u s  ro u t i n e,  d ro p  o f f  &  p i c k  u p
i n f o r m a t i o n  e t c .  t h ro u g h  t h e  a b ove - m e n t i o n e d  o p t i o n s .

T h a n k  yo u !



1 August Kat Teacher 2 August Edith
Office

Manager

3 August Keira Room 23 4 August Yasna Room 5

5 August Imogen Room 8 5 August Hayden Room 19

5 August Bree
NDIS

Navigator
6 August Mel ESS

6 August Teaghan Teacher 7 August Amelia ESS

8 August Josh Room 15 8 August Jack T Room 12B

10 August Kenward Room 5 10 August Amee Teacher

11 August Angie
Behaviour
Specialist

11 August Joseph Room 7

11 August Jacinta Teacher 15 August Sagan Room 8

15 August Bowen Room 23

Happy Birthday!



NOTE:
ADDITIONAL TIMES WILL

BE  AVAILABLE FOR
ROOM 12B, 19, 21, 22 & 23:

BOOK NOW 
VIA OUR SENTRAL
PARENT PORTAL

Need Help?
Contact the

Office or your
Classroom

Teacher

SSG
MEETINGS

(STUDENT SUPPORT GROUP)

 Bendigo Special Developmental School - Phone: 03 5447 3267

WEDNESDAY 6TH AUGUST 2025
SESSIONS WILL RUN FROM 11 AM TILL 6 PM

** NORMAL CLASSES WILL NOT RUN THIS DAY**

NOT YET REGISTERED OR NEW TO
OUR SCHOOL?

PLEASE COME AND SEE US IN THE
OFFICE WHERE WE CAN ASSIST YOU

WITH YOUR SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL
REGISTRATION



Finalising desired plans

Getting quotes from service providers

Tips & Tricks for preparing for NDIS reviews

Understanding Functional Cpacity Assessments with
Occupational Therapists

Let’s catch up and support one another as we move through the
transition journey together! Focus of session:

Bendigo SDS

TRANSITIONING
FAMILIES 2025 &

2026

Meeting at Bendigo SDS: 
 9:15AM | Morning Tea provided

THURSDAY 14TH AUGUST

MEL, BREE, MEG & DREW LOOK
FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE



On Monday 30  July, during our Emergency Services Week, our
senior students observed a cyber safety session with Sergeant

Ashcroft form the Victorian Police.

th

Students discussed red flags to look out for and how to stay safe
online, in particular whilst using social media. We are looking

forward to more sessions with Sergeant Ashcroft in the future!

Cyber Security with
Victorian Police







Visiting Bendigo SDS from
Monday 11/08 until Friday 29/08

PLEASE SEE THE OFFICE FOR CONSENT FORMS





If you're raising a young person with disability, you will be thinking about how
to support and plan for their life after school.

 
 Join ACD this August for A Good Life month. This series of webinars will help

you to support and navigate your child's growing independence.

 Each week, there will be a free online webinar. Our presenters are parents of
children with disability, and they will cover four key topics: 

 
Webinar	1: Supported Decision Making
Webinar	2: Wills and Estate Planning

Webinar	3: Microboards
Webinar	4: Post-school: parents talk about what’s next

 

Register	for	each	event	separately.
 

Read more and register today
bit.ly/AGLaug2025

A Good Life – Information for families
to support your young person and

plan for life after school

https://collections.humanitix.com/a-good-life?utm_source=promoter&utm_medium=promo&utm_campaign=AGL


ndis.gov.au 

Understanding the NDIS Webinar Series: Pathways to Post
School Life 

Join usfor an informative webinar on Pathways to post school life. This is partof‘Understanding
the NDIS’ series of information sessions. 

This webinar will help students with a disability, their parents, carers and education professionals 
to learn about the supports available to help them prepare for work. 

Presentation: When an NDIS participant reaches working age, there are a number of pathways 
and supports available to help young people build skills to prepare for their transition from school, 
and support them in achieving employment and other goals. Their choice depends on their 
aspirations, skills, abilities and interests. 

This session is offered over multiple dates to allow flexibility for attendees. Each session will cover 
the same content. Please only register for the date you wish to attend. 

Sessions will be delivered via video-conference using Microsoft Teams. Registrations will close 
one business day prior to the session. One business day prior to the session, login details 
(including the MS Teams link) will be sent via email from events@ndis.gov.au to the email address 
you provide at registration (this email may filter to your junk mail).We encourage individual 
registrations for all events to ensure each registrant receives these details. 

For any enquiries regarding this session, please contact events@ndis.gov.au and include the 
session name in the subject line. 

Where: Virtual information sessions delivered via Microsoft Teams 
Dates & Times: 
Tuesday, 12 August 2025 (1:00pm-2:00pm AEST) 
Thursday, 21 August 2025 (10:00am-11:00am AEST) 
Wednesday, 27 August 2025 (6:00pm-7:00pm AEST) 

RSVP: Please register via Humanitix registration Link

mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
mailto:events@ndis.gov.au
https://events.humanitix.com/understanding-the-ndis-webinar-series-pathway-to-post-school-life-73r4bkxu
https://events.humanitix.com/understanding-the-ndis-webinar-series-pathway-to-post-school-life-73r4bkxu








F R E E  F I N A N C I A L  W O R K S H O P  F O R  W O M E N  A N D  G E N D E R  D I V E R S E
P E O P L E .

 
TO P I C S  C OV E R E D :  
-  B U D G E T I N G  B A S I C S
 -  S M A R T  S H O P P I N G  T I P S
 -  B I L L S
 -  S AV I N G S  G OA L S
 -  S C A M S  A N D  H O W  TO  AVO I D  T H E M
 
P LU S :  G A M E S,  G R O U P  C H AT S,  P R I Z E S,  M O R N I N G  T E A  —  A N D
K I D S’  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  ( I N C LU D I N G  FAC E  PA I N T I N G  &
P L AYG R O U P ) !
 
T H I S  S E S S I O N  I S  D E S I G N E D  TO  H E L P  W I T H  P R AC T I C A L  T I P S  F O R
T H E  C O S T- O F - L I V I N G  C R I S I S ,  A S  W E L L  A S  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H O S E
W H O  M AY  B E  N E W  TO  AU S T R A L I A’ S  F I N A N C I A L  SY S T E M S.
 
W H E N :  S U N DAY  3 1  AU G U S T
W H E R E :  S T  K I L L I A N S  C H U R C H  C A F E  -  16 1  M C C R A E  S T R E E T,
B E N D I G O
T I M E :  1 1 : 3 0 A M  -  1 P M

 

T H I S  I S  A  D R O P - I N  S E S S I O N ,  N O  B O O K I N G  R E Q U I R E D.



WELCOME
BACK FOR

TERM 3


