
IMPORTANT DATES

Friday 10th May MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
        DETAILS WILL FOLLOW SOON

Sunday 12th May MOTHER’S DAY

Sunday 26th May NATIONAL SORRY DAY

Monday 27th May START OF RECONCILIATION WEEK

Monday 3rd June
MABO DAY
END OF RECONCILIATION WEEK

Monday 10th June KING’S BIRTHDAY

Thursday 20th June WORLD REFUGEE DAY

Friday 28th June END OF TERM 2
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TERM DATES

TERM 2
Monday 15th April - Friday 28th June 

TERM 3
Monday 15th July - Friday 20th

September
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

A N Z A C  D A Y  C O M M E M O R A T I O N S

O u r  S c h o o l  C a p t a i n s  a n d  S e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g
o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  m a t u r i t y ,  r e s p e c t f u l n e s s  a n d  h o n o u r
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  w e e k ,  a t  t w o  v e r y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d  h i g h  p r o f i l e
e v e n t s .  

T h e  f i r s t  w a s  a t  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  L e g a c y ' s  9 2 n d  A n n u a l  A N Z A C
C o m m e m o r a t i o n  f o r  S t u d e n t s  h e l d  a t  t h e  S h r i n e  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e
o n  F r i d a y  1 9 t h  A p r i l .  T e n  s t u d e n t s  t r a v e l l e d  d o w n  t o  M e l b o u r n e
w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  o n  a  b u s  p r o v i d e d  b y  L e g a c y ,  a n d  t o o k
p a r t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  S c h o o l  C a p t a i n s  C h a y c e  a n d
B r o g a n  l a y i n g  a  w r e a t h  a t  t h e  E t e r n a l  F l a m e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y .  
B o t h  B r o g a n  a n d  C h a y c e ,  a n d  a l s o  M o l l i e ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  a s
S c h o o l  C a p t a i n  f o r  a  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  K a n g a r o o  F l a t  S u b
B r a n c h  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  S e r v i c e  a n d  a g a i n  l a i d  a  w r e a t h  a l o n g s i d e
s c h o o l s ,  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  f a i t h  g r o u p s  a n d  s e r v i c e
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  o u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  s t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e
t o  b e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .
 
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  t h i s  w e e k ,  m a n y  c l a s s r o o m s  h a v e  l e a r n t
a b o u t  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  A N Z A C  D a y ,  t h e  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e s
o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  w a r  t i m e s ,  a n d  h a v e  p a i d
t r i b u t e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  s y m b o l s  f o r  b o t h
t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m s ,  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  g a r d e n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a t
t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s e r v e d  a n d  s u f f e r e d
i n  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  
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R O T A R Y  M A L A Y S I A N  V I S I T I N G  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  T E A C H E R
P R O J E C T

 
O u r  s c h o o l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o m b i n e d  R o t a r y
C l u b s  o f  t h e  B e n d i g o  a n d  E c h u c a  d i s t r i c t s  ,  K a l i a n n a  S c h o o l  a n d
E c h u c a  T w i n  R i v e r s  S p e c i a l i s t  S c h o o l  t o  h o s t  8  M a l a y s i a n  S p e c i a l
E d u c a t i o n  T e a c h e r s  o v e r  4  w e e k s  f r o m  1 5 t h  A p r i l  2 0 2 4 .

F o u r  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  s p e n d  t w o  w e e k s  i n  B e n d i g o ,  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r
f o u r  v i s i t i n g  E c h u c a ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  s w a p ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  f o u r
w i l l  a t t e n d  o u r  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  w e e k s .

W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  l e a r n t  s o  m u c h  f r o m  t h e  4  M a l a y s i a n  t e a c h e r s ,
V e e  P u n i t h a ,  M a i  a n d  H o r  Y e r n ,  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a t  o u r  s c h o o l
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  w e e k s ,  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  w o n d e r f u l  t o  h e a r  t h e i r
t h r i l l  a t  w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  o u r  c l a s s r o o m s  s e e i n g  b o t h  t h e  s k i l l s  o f
t h e  t e a c h i n g  t e a m s ,  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  o n  d i s p l a y .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m e e t i n g  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  t e a c h e r s  n e x t  w e e k .

L O N G  S E R V I C E  L E A V E

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f o r t n i g h t ,  I  w i l l  b e  o n  L o n g  S e r v i c e  L e a v e ,
t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  m y  ' m i d d l e  c h i l d '  F l e t c h e r .  

D u r i n g  m y  a b s e n c e ,  D e h n e  w i l l  b e  t h e  A c t i n g  P r i n c i p a l  a n d  w i l l
b e  o n  h a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  n o r m a l l y
d o e s ,  p l u s  m y  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s  a s  w e l l .

Y o u  m a y  r e c a l l  t h a t  h e  i s  a  v e r y  c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r ,  s o  I  k n o w  y o u
w i l l  e n j o y  h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  a n d  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  a l l  o n
W e d n e s d a y  1 5 t h  M a y  2 0 2 4 .

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T

OUR SCHOOL VALUES:



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

D R I V I N G  L E A R N I N G
G R O W T H

U N I T I N G  T O  A C H I E V E
E X C E L L E N C E

E N S U R I N G  E Q U I T Y  O F
O P P O R T U N I T Y

V A L U I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  W I T H
K I N D N E S S  A N D  R E S P E C T

OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

P R I O R I T I S I N G  T E A C H I N G  T I M E

A t  B e n d i g o  S D S ,  w e  p r i d e  o u r s e l v e s  a t  b e i n g  f l e x i b l e  i n  o u r  s u p p o r t
o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  g i v e n
e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n g a g e  i n  l e a r n i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  T h i s  m e a n s
t h a t  a t  t i m e s ,  w e  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  a r r i v i n g  o r  d e p a r t i n g  o u t s i d e  o f
s t a n d a r d  s c h o o l  d r o p  o f f  a n d  p i c k  u p  t i m e s .  W e  a l s o  p r i o r i t i s e  h o m e
a n d  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a s  w e  k n o w  h o w  c r i t i c a l  t h e s e  a r e  t o
p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d / r e n .  I n  t h e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r i o r i t i s i n g  t e a c h i n g  t i m e ,  a n d  m i n i m i s i n g  d i s t r a c t i o n s
f o r  a  c l a s s r o o m ,  c a n  I  p l e a s e  r e m i n d  a l l  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  o f  o u r
s c h o o l  a n d  h o m e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p r o t o c o l s ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e
H o m e / S c h o o l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  B o o k l e t  2 0 2 4  t h a t  w a s
s e n t  h o m e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r .

B e n d i g o  S D S  s c h o o l  h o u r s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  f r o m  8 : 4 5  a m  t o  3 : 0 0
p m .
S t u d e n t s  w h o  a r r i v e  b e f o r e  s c h o o l  b y  p a r e n t / c a r e r  d r o p - o f f  w i l l  n o t
b e  s u p e r v i s e d  b e f o r e  8 : 4 5  a m .  O t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e ,  a l l  g a t e s
a n d  e n t r y  p o i n t s  w i l l  b e  l o c k e d  a t  9 : 0 0  a m .  L a t e  a r r i v a l s  m u s t  b e
c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  p a r e n t / c a r e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a r r i v a l  b y  e i t h e r
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  o r  t e l e p h o n i n g  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  i f  e n t r y
t h r o u g h  S t a t i o n  S t r e e t  G a t e  i s  r e q u i r e d .  A s  t e a c h i n g  t i m e  h a s  b e g u n ,
a  s t a f f  m e m b e r  w i l l  c o m e  t o  c o l l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e
o r  t h e  S t a t i o n  S t r e e t  g a t e .

D u r i n g  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  a n y  S e n t r a l  o r  S e e s a w  m e s s a g e s  w i l l  o n l y  b e
r e p l i e d  t o  o u t s i d e  o f  t e a c h i n g  t i m e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  i m p o r t a n t  o r
u r g e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  p a s s e d  o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
o f f i c e  a n d  y o u r  m e s s a g e  w i l l  b e  r e d i r e c t e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

U n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e ,  b o t h  t h e  S e n t r a l  P a r e n t  P o r t a l  a n d  S e e s a w  w i l l
r u n  a l o n g s i d e  e a c h  o t h e r .  



W H A T  D O  W E  U S E  S E N T R A L  A N D  S E E S A W  F O R ?

S e n t r a l  P a r e n t  P o r t a l  i s  u s e d  f o r :
1 .  A b s e n c e  N o t i f i c a t i o n
2 .  C o n f i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  t e a c h e r .
3 .  S S G  ( S t u d e n t  S u p p o r t  G r o u p )  M e e t i n g  b o o k i n g s .
4 .  R e c e i v e  i m p o r t a n t  s c h o o l  m e s s a g e s  a n d  u p d a t e s  ( N e w s f e e d s )
5 .  R e m i n d e r s  f o r  i m p o r t a n t  d a t e s ,  p u p i l  f r e e  d a y s ,  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  e t c .
6 .  V i e w  a n d  d o w n l o a d  o u r  f o r t n i g h t l y  n e w s l e t t e r s .
7 .  C a n t e e n  O r d e r s .  O n l i n e  o r d e r s  a r e  n o w  a c t i v a t e d  ( s e e  i n f o  b e l o w )
8 .  E x c u r s i o n  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d  p a y m e n t s  ( a v a i l a b l e  s o o n )
9 .  A n d  m o r e  f e a t u r e s  t o  c o m e .

S e e s a w  i s  u s e d  f o r :
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  S e e s a w  i s  m o r e  l i k e  a  ‘ c h a t ’  t o o l .
I t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r :
1 .  P r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a m  a n d  h o m e
2 .  P r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h o m e  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a m
3 .  P r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d a y ’ s  l e a r n i n g
4 .  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  w h o l e  s c h o o l  e v e n t s  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n s
5 .  E x t r a  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  r e q u i r e d / r e q u e s t e d
6 .  P r o v i d i n g  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  p h o t o s  a n d  v i d e o s
7 .  V i e w  a n d  d o w n l o a d  o u r  f o r t n i g h t l y  n e w s l e t t e r

P L E A S E  N O T E :  S e e s a w  D M s  ( d i r e c t  m e s s a g e s ) ,  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r
c a n n o t  b e  a c c e s s e d  b y  o t h e r  s t a f f  O N L Y  t h e  t e a c h e r  y o u  s e n d  i t  t o .
T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  f o r m a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  l i k e  n o t  b e i n g  o n  a  b u s ,  g o i n g  o n  a
b u s  i n s t e a d  o f  O S H C  b e i n g  p i c k e d  u p  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g
n e e d i n g  t o  b e  d r o p p e d  o f f / c o l l e c t e d  m u s t  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t h r o u g h
S e n t r a l  o r  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e .  T h e s e  m e s s a g e s  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e
c l a s s r o o m  t e a m  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

S e e s a w  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r :
A b s e n c e  n o t i f i c a t i o n s -  p l e a s e  u s e  t h e  S e n t r a l  p o r t a l ,  o r  c o n t a c t  t h e
o f f i c e  v i a  p h o n e  o r  e m a i l
I m p o r t a n t  m e s s a g e s  r e l a t i n g  t o ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  d r o p  o f f ,  p i c k  u p
o u t s i d e  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  s t a r t  a n d  f i n i s h  t i m e s .

K i r s h y  M c A i n c h
P r i n c i p a l
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BUSES

BUS DRIVER/CHAPERONE TELEPHONE

HEATHCOTE GARY & JODIE 0435 900 890

HUNTLY HELEN, NICOLE & PAULA 0428 261 802

FRYERSTOWN/CASTLEMAINE DAVID & JULIE 0409 421 500

KYNETON LENNY & JOANNE 0428 236 271

LOCKWOOD MICHAEL & KIM 0428 271 824

STRATHFIELDSAYE STEVE & HARLEY ROSE 0427 287 843

SERPENTINE PETER & JANINE 0497 663 736

SPRING GULLY CHRIS & HEATHER 0428 159 660

WEDDERBURN BERNARD & MICHELLE 0466 367 656
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26 March Kieran Room 15 27 March Kylie C ESS

1 April Jahkye Room 8/9 3 April Parker Room 1

3 April Ahmed Room 6 5 April Jesse Room 16

6 April Dehne Principal 7 April Kelly ESS

9 April Kye Room 2 9 April Abigail Room 21

9 April Sienna Room 22 9 April Pam M ESS

10 April Kaitlynn Room 20 11 April Mali Room 5

13 April Bec ESS 13 April Tammy ESS

16 April Micky Room 11 17 April Declan Room 21

18 April Jacson Room 6 19 April Edward Room 20

19 April Brodie J ESS 22 April Shaman Room 16

23 April Darcie ESS 24 April Ruby L Room 22

25 April Kerrie F ESS 26 April Sara C ESS



Important Canteen
Information

Dear Families, 
We would like to share the exciting news that you will be able
to order your child’s lunch via your Sentral Parent Portal app.

Online orders will be available from Week 3 in Term 2. 
The first online orders will be due by Wednesday 1st May by

10 am, ready for Canteen on Friday 3rd May. 
All the familiar lunch items will be available at the same prices. 

To be able to place your online canteen order, you will need
to register for the Sentral Parent Portal app if you haven’t
already done so. Please contact the office if you require a
copy of your registration letter with your unique access

key.
Once you have registered, you can access the Parent Portal

through your app. You will now see the Canteen/Pay+ tile
for easy access on your dashboard.

All you need to do is set up your StudentPay+ account by
following the steps on the next page of the newsletter.

After setting up your StudentPay+ account, you will be able to
manually top up your child’s account or set up an auto top-up
online. A small transaction fee will be applied while processing

payment for your order.

A paper copy of the canteen order forms will now only be
available upon request by contacting your classroom teacher.



1

Open the Sentral for Parents App. 
Click on the StudentPayPlus tile 
(Canteen or Uniform).

Scan the QR code for instructions and FAQ’s

Don’t have the Sentral for Parents App yet? Download it for free here.

2

Link or Create your StudentPayPlus 
Account – Assign your child’s 
schools in the app. View the 
Getting Started Guide to 
find out more.

StudentPayPlus is the hassle-free ordering and cashless payment experience that allows you to order
school canteen meals, uniforms and much more from the comfort of your home, office or on the go!

Contact the team: Monday – Friday 7:30am – 5pm (AEST) on 02 9196 8200 or support@studentpayplus.com.au

3

Select your school, child, serving 
period and start ordering! View 
the How to place an order for 
your child/children guide.

Your school
ordering experience
has never been
easier!

Looking to setup your Sentral for Parents App?

When it comes to starting your StudentPayPlus ordering experience, it’s as easy as
1,2,3 through your Sentral for Parents App.

PARENTS





CENTRAL VICTORIAN
LIONS TEAM VISIT

Our students had an amazing last day of term a few
weeks ago, diving into the Bendigo Easter Parade

spirit early with a fantastic incursion from the
Central Victorian Lions Team! The traditional

Chinese dragons brought so much energy and fun
to our school, engaging everyone in a memorable

experience.

A huge thank you to the Central
Victorian Lions Team and Room 6

teacher Kat, for facilitating an amazing
experience for students.



Harmony Week was a few weeks ago. It was a fantastic celebration of

diversity and cultural exchange at our school and around the world. Each

classroom was assigned a country to explore, and students immersed

themselves in the customs, traditions, and flavors of their chosen nations.

HARMONY WEEK
CELEBRATION



ANZAC DAY
We Wi l l  Remember Them







Welcome
To

Term 2


