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TERM DATES 2021
Term 4 2021
4 October - 17th December

Term 1 2022
All Students start on 01 Feb 2022

th

IMPORTANT DATES


Graduation Day for Graduating Students



Basket Tea and Special Visitor
Location: Bendigo SDS Junior Main Yard
Time: 05.00 pm – 07.00 pm
Junior School Graduation Assembly
Time: 09.30 am
End of Year Parent/Carer Gathering
Location: Bendigo SDS Staff room
Time: 10.15 am – 11.30 am
Last day of Term 4 for all students
Finish at 3.00 PM

Thursday

09 December

Tuesday

14 December

Thursday

16 December

Thursday

16 December

Thursday

16 December

Friday

17 December



Pupil Free Day

Tuesday

01 February 2022



1st Day back at school for all students
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Our Graduating Class of 2021 have learnt about the
bigger world around them, that they can and do have
a positive impact on others by their actions, and
above all, they have learnt that they are capable, and
confident, and that whilst setbacks and
disappointment will occur in their lives, there is
always something to be learned and they can adapt
and overcome.

GRADUATING STUDENTS
The last two years, whilst experiencing a global
pandemic, have impacted our society in ways that
have not been experienced by the current
generations. We can all be very quick to judge what
this situation has robbed our Graduating Students of
over 2020 and 2021. The Graduating Class of 2021
have missed the opportunity to make their debut at
our bi-annual Debutante Ball. They have missed
starring in the whole school musical on the
Ulumbarra Theatre stage to thunderous applause
from a proud and astounded audience. They have
missed having long and supported transition visits
into potential options for their post school career, to
cement that environment’s suitability for the unique
profile of each student, and perhaps, most critically
of all, they have missed the growth and
connectedness that students gain from daily
connection with their peers and their teaching
teams.
Whilst these milestones and moments are the
obvious losses from the last two years, I have a
preference to look at what this experience has
taught us all, and what our students have gained as
a result. Our Graduating Class of 2021 has developed
incredible resilience. They have learnt to quickly
adapt to a new way of learning, which has included
using new technology skills, completing tasks with
greater independence than they might have once
before and attending to learning tasks in different
environments. They have learnt to communicate in
differing ways, through video conferencing, on the
phone, via online virtual experiences and tours and
with students other than their own classmates. They
have learnt that change is inevitable, and it can be
survived, maybe not always comfortably, but that
change is not always a disaster.
Act Safely

These lessons, of course, cannot be achieved without
the tireless and relentless support of the families
around our Graduating Students, and the creativity
and commitment of the staff of Bendigo SDS. Thank
you all, for the part you have played in the success of
the students we farewell today.
Congratulations Riley, Luke, Seamus, Lachlan, Oscar,
Dylan, Scott, Jayden, Georgia, Phoebe, Bailey, Say
Nay, Norma, Abby, Latara, Paige and Elliott on your
incredible achievements throughout your schooling
years. We wish you every continued success and
thank you for the role models you have been for our
school community.

MAREE EDWARDS, “PUTTING COMMUNITY
FIRST”AWARD
This year, our local member of parliament, Member
for Bendigo West, Maree Edwards has established a
perpetual award for a graduating student. The award
is a certificate and a $100 book voucher to be
awarded to a graduating student who has been
deemed to demonstrate “Putting Community First”
behaviours and attitudes whilst a student at
BSDS. This could include representing our school
community, being a role model within our school
community and/or contributing to the wider
community.
The Winner of the “Maree Edwards’ Putting
Community First Award” inaugural recipient is
Jayden Euler.
Jayden is a caring and thoughtful student who always
considers others before himself.
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In the classroom, the yard and on the bus, Jayden is
quick to identify students who might be in need of
support or some friendly assistance. Jayden will help
them with their work, especially if it involves any
form of IT, as Jayden is amazing with technology, play
a game with them, or just sit down and have a chat.
Jayden is a loyal friend to many, and always has a
positive attitude, which is infectious to all.

vaccinated and provide proof of vaccination on
arrival at the school. We will be receiving a special
guest in a Big Red suit, riding his motorbike,
supported by a number of elves also on motorbikes.

Jayden demonstrates his willingness to put others’
needs ahead of his own to ensure that everyone feels
valued and included on a daily basis. It is for this
reason, that Jayden has been awarded the Inaugural
“Maree Edwards Putting Community First Award”.
Congratulations Jayden!

SCHOOLS PLUS MATHEMATICS GRANT

SEESAW HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
The introduction of SeeSaw as a digital
communication tool between home and
school has revolutionised the way in which teachers
parents and careers can communicate. We have
found that the overwhelming majority of parents
much prefer communicating with the child’s teacher
on the SeeSaw App as it gives them an opportunity
to communicate at a time that suits them. With
paper based diaries costing in excess of $20 each, we
have made the decision, which has been endorsed by
the School Council, to discard the use of paper based
diaries in 2022. This decision also allows teachers
more time to teach the class rather than madly trying
to write in the communication diaries of each child,
which is a very time consuming and time pressured
task that distracts from teaching time. Anyone who
would like some support to install the SeeSaw App
on their preferred device if you have not already,
please contact the school as soon as possible.

BASKET TEA
We really look forward to seeing as many families as
possible come and celebrate the end of another
tough year at our Basket Tea next Tuesday 14th
December 2021. This event will commence at 5pm.
Parents, carers and other adult visitors must be fully

Driving learning
growth

We are very grateful to the Rotary Club of Kangaroo
Flat for their support of our celebration.

I am very excited to announce that we have been
successful in securing a nation-wide grant of $27,348
to implement a Whole School Mathematics Initiative
in 2022. Schools Plus is an organisation that links
corporate and philanthropic donors to schools who
submit projects that they would like assistance with
funding. This is a wonderful opportunity to expand
on our staff understandings of teaching mathematics
to our students with the ultimate aim of having a
whole school based framework to ensure
consistency of practice and drive student learning
growth. As part of the initiative we will be partnering
with Mathematics Victoria to access the very best
experts for Professional Learning and coaching.
Congratulations to Tania Franks, our Curriculum
Leading Teacher who drafted and designed the
learning initiative that was successful in securing the
grant.

PRINCIPAL CONTRACT
It has been my honour and privilege to be the
Principal of Bendigo Special Developmental School
over the last five years. Each Principal contract last
five years, and at the conclusion of the first five
years, after a review by the Regional Director and
with endorsement by the School Council, substantive
Principals can be offered a further five year
extension of their contract. I am proud to say that
this has been granted to me and I am very excited to
continue the work that we are doing as a school to
bring our vision and values to life every day.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
As this is the last newsletter of the year, I would like
to thank each and every member of our school
community for partnering with us to provide the very
best environment for all of our students. There is no
doubt that this year has brought it’s significant
challenges, however, I know that we have still
achieved much as a community and that the lessons
we have learnt along the way will only make us
stronger into the future. I wish you all the very
happiest Christmas period and hope the break from
the rigours of the school routines affords you the
opportunity to rest and restore. See you all in 2022!
Merry Christmas!

Kirshy McAinch
Principal

THANK YOU!

We feel very grateful for the generous donation our school received last week from

Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc.
On behalf of all our students, staff and the whole school community, we would like to thank
Greater Bendigo Danceland Inc. for their donation and for all the support our school has received over
the years.
We will endeavour to ensure that our students will benefit from this donation.
THANK YOU GREATER BENDIGO DANCELAND!
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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BIRTHDAYS
11 December
16 December
18 December
20 December
23 December
25 December
29 December
31 December

Ashley
Anthony
Donna
Hannah
Mellonie
Hamish
William
Lily

Room 22
Teacher
ESS
ESS
Teacher
Room 8/9
Room 11/12
Room 13

15 December
16 December
18 December
23 December
23 December
26 December
31 December







Caiden
Naiton
David
Marion
Jemma
Kylie S.
Jessica

Room 14
Room 3/4
ESS
Teacher
ESS
ESS
ESS

300 gram Caster Sugar
1 Lemon, sliced
1 Orange, sliced
3 x 170 gram raspberries
Ice & fresh Mint to serve (optional)

Place all the ingredients in a large saucepan and pour over
350ml cold water. Bring to the boil, stirring often, then
leave to cool. Pour through a sieve, pressing down with a
spoon to extract all the juices. The syrup can now be stored
in the fridge for up to 1 week. To serve, pour a little into a
glass and top up with sparkling or still water, ice and mint.

BUSES
BUS

DRIVER / CHAPERONE

TELEPHONE

Heathcote
Huntly
Fryerstown/Castlemaine
Kyneton
Lockwood
Strathfieldsaye
Serpentine
Spring Gully
Wedderburn

Gary & Jodie
Helen, Nicole & Chloe
David & Debbie
Steve & Raelene
David & Kim
Steve & Joy
Peter & Janine
Chris & Heather
Shaun & Cathy

0435
0428
0409
0428
0428
0427
0427
0428
0466
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900
261
421
236
271
287
380
159
367

890
802
500
271
824
843
040
660
656

Uniting to achieve
excellence

Ensuring equity
of opportunity

“A place of excellence in education that creates inclusive communities and success for all”

WELFARE AND FAMILY SUPPORT TEAM

End of year Parent/Carer gathering
Hi all parents,
We have been” covided out” for so long, we decided to have an
END OF YEAR PARENT/CARER GATHERING just before the year
ends (in fact the day before).
Date
Time
Place
Who

: Thursday 16th December
: 10:15 -11:30 (after Graduations Special Assembly).
: Bendigo SDS staff room
: Any parent/carer and young children.
New 2022 parents are most welcome.
We would love to meet you.

A chance for parents to get-to-gather, laugh, cry and chat about
our young ones and share ideas.
Please bring any ideas to share, particularly around what can we
do to keep children busy over summer.
We will provide tea, coffee and morning snacks.
Come and meet parents/carers you may know or someone new.
Please bring proof of vaccination to show office on entry
What a year we have all had! We want
to thank all of our parents for doing the
hard yards during lockdown and
managing all the changes. Take care
over summer and we look forward to a
new start in 2022.
Meg and Drew Welfare team
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SWPBS NEWS
SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT (SWPBS) NEWS
With school holidays fast approaching, it is important that we remember we can still demonstrate the
SWPBS behaviours during this time.
There are a number of behaviours that are always relevant, or can relate to settings such as the
community, inside spaces and outside areas & playgrounds.
In these areas, we can demonstrate behaviours that align with our school-wide expectations:
‘Act Safely’, ‘Show Respect’, and ‘Be Your Best’.
Hopefully this creates the best environment for everyone to have a happy holiday break with many fun
experiences.

Hamish Morcom
SWPBS coordinator and occupational therapist

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Thank you to all our families, who have supported
our students and school community by donating
various items from uniforms to books etc.
All your donations are greatly appreciated and it’s
been a big help to many of our students.
If you have any good quality, clean uniform items
that you can’t use any more, please feel to drop your
donation off in our office.
Thank you on behalf of all our students and families!
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BENDIGO SDS CHRISTMAS BASKET TEA

2021 BENDIGO SDS
CHRISTMAS BASKET TEA
We invite you to bring your tea and join
in some fun and Christmas cheer.
There will be a very special guest arriving
with his elves on motorbike at 6pm with
some treats to share amongst our students and their siblings.
We look forward to gathering with you all to celebrate the end of
another busy year.

Tuesday 14th December 2021
5:00pm-7:00pm
 Bendigo SDS Junior Main Yard - Entry through the Bus Shed
double gates.
 BYO: Basket tea and picnic equipment
(i.e. Sandwiches, takeaway, packed dinner, knife & fork, Chair, picnic rug, soft drink etc)

 Operations Guide for Victorian Government Schools:

All Parents, carers and other adult visitors attending a gathering at
school…….whether indoors or outdoors, need to show evidence of
vaccination on arrival.

We look forward to spending the night with everyone!
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK
HAM WRAP






1 Wholemeal wrap
2 Slices of good quality Ham
2 Slices of Jarlsberg Cheese
1/4 Cup of grated Carrot
1 Tsp Mayonnaise

EGG WRAP





1 Wholemeal wrap
2 Hard-boiled Eggs
1 Tbsp of Butter
2 Iceberg Lettuce Leaves

SMOKED SALMON & CREAM CHEESE WRAP






1 Wholemeal wrap
4 Slices of Smoked Salmon
2 Tbsp Cream Cheese
2 Iceberg Lettuce Leaves
1/2 Sliced Avocado

SALAD WRAP






ENJOY

1 Wholemeal Wrap
2 Iceberg Lettuce Leaves
1/2 Sliced Tomato
4 Slices of Cucumber
1/4 Cup of grated Carrot

TUNA & MAYO WRAP







1 Wholemeal wrap
1 Small tin of Tuna
1 Tsp Mayonnaise
1/2 Sliced Avocado
2 Iceberg Lettuce Leaves
4 Slices of Cucumber

Driving learning
growth

Valuing diversity with
kindness and respect

Uniting to achieve
excellence

Ensuring equity
of opportunity

“A place of excellence in education that creates inclusive communities and success for all”

2021 PASS AWARDS

2021 PASS Awards
Principals' Association of Specialist Schools
Each year, The Principal’s Association of Specialist Schools (PASS), along with the Department of
Education & Training host this PASS Awards ceremony to acknowledge and celebrate the outstanding
contribution made by individual members of school communities.
On Friday the 12th of November, we joined together to celebrate these awards with a number of welldeserving staff members nominated.
The opening speech from the Minister of Education, The Hon. James Merlino MP, shows the importance
of the awards and the importance the Department of Education and Training places on the expertise and
the professionalism of our sector.
Although we didn’t take home any awards this year, we would like to acknowledge the wealth of
experience and expertise in our nominated staff and all of the Bendigo SDS staff.
Congratulations to all the winners of the 2021 PASS Awards.
We are truly privileged to work in the special education environment; a field that all staff have an
enormous passion for. As a team, we will continue to be “A place of excellence in education that creates
inclusive communities and success for all.”
Kirshy McAinch

Angie Kloft

Heidi Turnbull

Most outstanding

Most outstanding

Most outstanding

Principal

Leading Teacher

Teacher

Helen Farrar

Drew Barrett

Most outstanding Education

Most outstanding Allied

Support Staff

Health Staff
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY
On Friday, December 3rd, we celebrated International Day of People with Disability.
Students and staff enjoyed a session of fun activities, including bubbles, chalk drawing, crazy hair colours, dancing
and messy play.
We were treated to a circus performance from our Student Leadership Team, supported by Vern and Bec from
Connected Circus and our students got to enjoy special treats of popcorn, fairy floss and milkshakes.
This special day is so important as a reminder that our amazing students have so much to contribute to the world
around them.
Thank you everyone for a great day!
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